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Also  charged:  CDC  focuses  on  epidemiology  at  expense  of  prevention 


CDC  Charged  with  Sabotaging  AIDS  Research 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

ATLANTA  —  Scientists  have 
charged  that  AIDS  research  at  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  has  been  “sabotaged”  and 
“suppressed.”  The  CDC  admits 
that  unavoidable  “accidents” 
have  happened  in  some  labs,  and 
denies  that  any  research  has  been 
blocked.  Congress  has  mounted 
an  investigation  of  the  allegations. 

More  significant  than  these  con¬ 
spiratorial  claims  is  the  charge  that 
the  CDC  AIDS  Program  is  mis¬ 
managed  and  that  it  has  been  fo¬ 
cusing  on  epidemiology  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  research  into  prevention. 

The  Charges 

The  charges  first  surfaced  in  the 
August  30  Miami  Herald.  The 
Herald  quoted  an  anonymous 
CDC  researcher  as  saying  that 
cultures  in  AIDS  experiments 
“turned  up  missing  or  con¬ 
taminated.”  The  source  alleged 
that  someone  intentionally  cut  off 
supplies  of  carbon  dioxide  to  virus 
incubators:  “All  experiments 
would  be  ruined.  Everyone  work¬ 
ing  there  knows  the  incubators 
need  carbon  dioxide,  and  it 
wouldn’t  just  cut  off.  Someone 
would  have  to  turn  it  off.” 

The  article  further  quoted  Bruce 
Voeller,  of  the  Mariposa  Founda¬ 
tion,  as  saying  that  James  Curran, 
head  of  the  AIDS  Program,  per¬ 
sonally  suppressed  research  into 
non-oxynol  9.  Non-oxynol  9  is  an 
ingredient  found  in  commercial 


spermicides  that  Voeller  argues 
can  kill  HIV,  the  virus  associated 
with  AIDS.  (Many  health  care 
providers  caution  against  the  use 
of  non-oxynol  9,  arguing  that  the 
chemical  has  not  been  tested  in  rec¬ 
tal  tissues.)  (See  GCN,  Vol.  14, 
No.  4.) 

In  1984,  Voeller  asked  the  CDC 
to  test  non-oxynol  9.  According  to 
Voeller,  Curran  first  refused,  then 
later  agreed  to  pursue  a  study  of 
the  chemical.  Although  Voeller 
says  Curran  received  a  copy  of  the 
completed  study  in  February  of 
1985,  “He  stalwartly  blocked  pub¬ 
lication  until  I  gave  it  to  members 
of  Congress  in  June  [of  1985],  and 
he  suddenly  expressed  interest  in 
.it.” 

Finally,  the  Herald  article 
published  allegations  that  lab 
director  Gerald  Schocketman  rou¬ 
tinely  ordered  scientists  to  put  his 
iflme  on  research  studies  on  which 
he  had  done  no  clinical  work.  Fur¬ 
ther,  Voeller  charged  that  Curran 
put  his  own  name  on  the  non- 
oxynol  9  report.  Voeller  said  he 
allowed  Curran  to  receive  the  false 
recognition  because  “I  figured 
people  are  dying  for  lack  of  infor¬ 
mation,  and  if  the  only  way  to  get 
it  out  is  to  put  the  man’s  name  on 
it,  let’s  do  it.” 

CDC  Investigation 

In  the  weeks  that  followed, 
Gary  R.  Noble,  assistant  director 
for  science  at  the  CDC,  wrote  a 


memo  to  James  O.  Mason,  the 
director  of  the  CDC,  that  from 
April  to  August,  “five  separate  in¬ 
cidents  of  suspected  intentional 
tampering  with  laboratory  equip¬ 
ment  have  occurred  in  the  Viral 
Exanthams  and  Herpesvirus 
Branch.” 

Among  the  experiments  af¬ 
fected  by  the  “tampering”  were 
some  comparing  the  structure  of 
the  DNA  of  herpes  to  that  of  HIV. 

According  to  the  memo,  resear¬ 
chers  in  the  branch  discovered  that 
carbon  dioxide  had  been  cut  off  to 
an  incubator  in  mid-April.  About 
a  week  later,  the  same  incubator 
over-heated  because  a  switch  had 
been  left  on.  In  August,  an  in¬ 
cubator  was  damaged  and  its 
temperature  turned  up  to  176 
degrees  Fahrenheit. 

The  CDC’s  Office  of  Biosafety 
found  that  no  unauthorized  per¬ 
sonnel  had  entered  the  incubator’s 
lab.  Mason  announced  on  Sep¬ 
tember  14  that  the  CDC  had  com¬ 
pleted  its  preliminary  investigation 
and  found  no  evidence  of  inten¬ 
tional  interruption  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  equipment. 

CDC  Conclusions 

“With  the  kind  of  work  we  do, 
it’s  difficult  to  rule  out  intentional 
tampering,”  said  CDC  spokesper¬ 
son  Kathryn  Lord,  “and  accidents 
do  occur.”  Lord  told  GCN  that  if 
“tampering”  with  experiments 
had  gone  on,  it  was  not  related  to 


Unclear  distribution  for  AZT 


Uncertainty  Surrounds 
Anti-Viral  Drug  Plan . 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Final 
word  is  not  out  as  to  who  will  be 
eligible  for  a  drug  hailed  by  resear¬ 
chers  as  a  potential  treatment  for 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs).  Spec¬ 
ifics  are  expected  to  be  released  the 
week  of  September  29. 

Federal  health  officials  an¬ 
nounced  on  September  19  that  a 
study  involving  282  persons  with 
AIDS  showed  that  azidothymidine 
(AZT)  can  prolong  life  for  some 
people  with  AIDS.  It  is  not  being 
termed  an  AIDS  cure.  As  a  result 
of  the  study,  AZT  may  be  avail¬ 
able  to  up  to  7,000  PWAs. 

Reactions  to  this  new  develop¬ 
ment  have  included  frustration, 
cautious  optimism  and  complete 
skepticism  from  PWAs,  people 
with  ARC  (PWARCs),  doctors 
and  AIDS  activists. 

The  Study 

According  to  Pat  Randall,  the 
press  officer  for  the  National  In¬ 
stitute  for  Allergies  and  Infectious 
Diseases  (NIAID),  the  study  refer¬ 
red  to  in  the  announcement  on  the 
19th  was  a  result  of  a  request  by 
AZT’s  manufacturer.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  Company.  The  study, 
which  began  in  February  of  this 
year  put  nearly  half  of  the  partic¬ 
ipants  —  all  of  whom  were  people 
w'ith  AIDS  who  have  had  pneu- 
mocystis  carinii  pneumonia  (PCP) 
—  on  a  placebo  and  the  other  half 
on  AZT. 

Of  those  taking  the  placebos,  16 
people  have  died  while  only  one 
person  taking  AZT  died.  Due  to 


higher  survival  rate  of  people  on 
AZT,  researchers  deemed  it  un¬ 
ethical  to  withhold  AZT  from 
other  people  who  could  possibly 
benefit  from  the  drug,  said  Ran¬ 
dall. 

While  AZT  has  produced  neg¬ 
ative  side  effects  for  some  people, 
researchers  decided  they  were 
outweighed  by  the  drug’s  benefits. 
The  side  effects  include  “nausea, 
mild  headaches  and  a  reversible 
decrease  in  the  ability  to  form  new 
red  and  white  blood  cells,”  accor¬ 
ding  to  Kathy  Bartlett,  spokesper¬ 
son  for  Buroughs  Wellcome. 

Dr.  Martin  Hirsch,  an  infectious 
diseases  specialist  at  Massa¬ 
chusetts  General  Hospital,  who 
has  been  overseeing  the  AZT  trials 
in  Boston,  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment.  Hirsch  told  the  New 
York  Times  that  according  to  the 
Burroughs  Wellcome  study  it  was 
impossible  to  determine  whether 
AZT  would  help  children  or  peo¬ 
ple  with  Kaposi’s  sarcoma,  a 
cancer  often  developed  by  people 
with  AIDS. 

Who  Will  Be  Eligible  for  AZT 

At  the  press  conference  announ¬ 
cing  the  release  of  AZT,  the  Public 
Health  Sevice  estimated  that 
3,000-6,500  people  with  AIDS 
would  be  eligible  for  the  drug. 
Eligibility  criterion,  said  officials, 
would  be  based  on  whether  or  not 
a  person  with  AIDS  had  recently 
had  PCP.  Early  reports  said  that 
people  who  had  had  PCP  in  the 
previous  90  days  would  be  eligible, 


while  later  reports  put  the  number 
at  120  days. 

According  to  a  toll-free  AZT 
hot-line  (1-800-843-9388)  for  doc¬ 
tors  and  persons  with  AIDS,  set  up 
by  the  National  Institutes  of 
Health,  those  who  have 
“recovered  from  a  first  episode  of 
PCP”  will  be  eligible  for  AZT. 

Bartlett,  of  Burroughs 
Wellcome,  disputed  the  hot-line 
information.  She  said  it  would  be 
impossible  to  divulge  specific 
criteria  for  distribution  of  AZT 
until  the  Federal  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  reviews  plans  proposed  by 
Burroughs  Wellcome  and  federal 
officials.  “An  independent  panel 
of  physicians,  jointly  coordinated 
by  Burroughs  Wellcome  and  the 
Federal  government,  will  be 
reviewing  requests  for  AZT,”  she 
added. 

The  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol’s  (CDC)  latest  reports 
estimate  that  11,170  people  cur¬ 
rently  have  AIDS  in  the  United 
States.  This  does  not  include  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  Related  Complex 
(ARC).  Approximately  60  percent 
of  persons  with  AIDS  have  had 
PCP. 

Bartlett  insisted  that  Burroughs 
Wellcome  had  the  capacity  to  pro¬ 
duce  as  much  AZT  as  could  be  us¬ 
ed  by  the  population  that  would 
benefit  from  it. 

False  Hope 

A  person  with  AIDS,  who  asked 
not  to  be  named,  expressed  doubt 
Continued  on  page  II 


AIDS  research.  She  pointed  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  “accidents” 
were  not  AIDS-related.  “If  tamp¬ 
ering  did  happen,”  she  said,  “it 
was  probably  in  response  to  new 
directives  from  the  head  of  the 
herpesvirus  branch.”  She  said  that 
the  branch  head,  Carolos  Lopez,  had 
written  a  memo  to  his  superiors  in 
the  CDC  conjecturing  that  the  in¬ 
cidents  might  be  due  to  rules  he  in- 
stituted  to  “increase 
productivity.” 

Lord  contested  Voeller’s  ac¬ 
count  of  the  non-oxynol  9  study. 
Although  she  agrees  that  the  study 
manuscript  was  submitted  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  of  1985,  that  it  was  publish¬ 
ed  in  the  Lancet  the  following 
June,  and  formally  published  the 
following  December,  she  said  this 


was  the  normal  period  of  time  bet¬ 
ween  a  study’s  completion,  review, 
and  subsequent  publication. 

She  also  said  Curran  did  not 
behave  unethically  when  he  put  his 
name  on  the  final  non-oxynol  9 
report  because  he  had  substantial¬ 
ly  reworked  it. 

She  said  there  is  no  evidence  that 
Schocketman  put  his  name  to 
reports  he  did  not  work  on. 

The  CDC  will  conduct  an  ongo¬ 
ing  investigation  into  any  sus¬ 
picious  incidents,  according  to 
Lord.  She  also  reported  that  the 
Office  of  Biosafety  has  “stepped 
up  security”  around  the  labs. 

Congress  Investigates 

Although  the  CDC  claims  there 

Coil  i  in  lied  on  page  3 
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Arson  Hits 
Arkansas  Bar 


By  Diana  Woodall 

FAYETTEVILLE,  AR  —  Be¬ 
tween  midnight  and  1  a.m.  on 
September  10,  a  gay  bar  here 
was  seriously  damaged  by  fire. 
The  bar,  St.  John’s,  was  empty 
at  the  time. 

Calling  the  fire  “definitely 
an  arson,’’  state  police 
Sergeant  Doug  Foley  is  in¬ 
vestigating  the  incident. 
“We’re  not  sweeping  this 
under  the  carpet,”  added  Lt. 
Dennis  Ledbetter  of  the  Fayett- 
ville  Fire  Department.  “We 
don’t  appreciate  an  arson.  One 
of  our  firefighters  was  burned 
on  his  forearm  fighting  the  fire. 
Arson  is  a  crime  against 
everyone.” 

The  fire  appears  to  have  been 
caused  by  someone  throwing  a 
flammable  liquid  onto  the 
building  and  then  igniting  it. 

The  owner  of  St.  John’s, 
who  asked  not  to  be  identified 
and  who  preferred  that  his 
business  be  called  “an  alter- 


occupied  by  another  gay  bar, 
Tisza’s.  Tisza’s  was  opened  in 
the  spring  of  1983.  At  that 
time,  it  was  the  only  gay  bar  in 
the  area.  Later  in  1983,  a  gay 
club  called  The  Closet  opened 
in  another  part  of  town.  The 
two  establishments  co-existed 
for  over  two  years  until  this 
summer  when  The  Closet  was 
evicted  by  its  landlord.  The 
owner  of  The  Closet  has  since 
opened  another  club  in  a  new 
location. 

Reactions  to  the  fire  at  St. 
John’s  have  been  mixed  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community. 
The  bar’s  owner  said  he  does 
not  want  the  story  to  get  out  to 
the  community  at  large  until  he 
can  re-open  his  business  in 
another  location,  and  until  he 
knows  for  sure  “who  did 
what.”  He  also  speculated  that 
it  could  have  been  an  attack 
from  within  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Others  are  outraged  that 


St.  John’s  after  arson  attack 
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native  dance  bar  with  a  largely 
gay  clientele,”  said  he  “did  not 
lose  that  much”  because  the 
fire  was  stopped  before  it  had 
spread  through  the  building. 
He  estimated  the  damage  at 
over  $1,000.  The  building’s 
owner  said  he  considered  his 
property  to  be  a  total  loss, 
although  he  could  not  give  a 
dollar  estimate  of  the  damage. 

St.  John’s  opened  in  June  of 
this  year,  under  new  owner¬ 
ship,  in  the  building  previously 


this  apparent  anti-gay  violence 
has  received  very  little  coverage 
in  the  local  media,  with  no 
mention  that  St.  John’s 
primarily  served  gay  patrons. 
“No  matter  who  did  it,  it  was 
an  act  of  terrorism  against  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community,” 
said  one  lesbian  activist.  “Once 
again,  violence  against  gays  is 
made  invisible.” 

The  owner  of  St,  John’s  said 
he  had  not  previously  received 
any  serious  harassment. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“[You  are]  doing  a  terrible  disservice  to  the  tax¬ 
payers ”  by  taking  up  this  court’s  time  when  it  “has  a 
lot  more  serious  matters  to  contend  with." 

—  Judge  Paul  P.  Heffernan,  chastising  a  battered 
woman  for  filing  a  six-month  restraining  order  against 
her  husband,  Paul  J.  Dunn,  as  reported  in  the  Boston 
Globe,  September  21.  Pamela  Nigro  Dunn,  murdered 
by  her  husband  last  month,  was  eventually  granted 
the  order.  But  battered  women’s  advocates  charge 
the  judge's  attitude  contributed  to  her  death.  Sarah 
Buel,  the  coordinator  of  the  domestic  violence  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Governor’s  Anti-Crime  Council  told  the 
Globe,  “The  judge  was  beyond  indifference;  he  was 
all  but  giving  the  batterer  the  green  light  to  keep  abus¬ 
ing  this  woman.” 

Heffernan,  and  the  presiding  judge  of  Somerville 
District  Court,  Henry  A.  Tampone,  have  been  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  complaints  by  battered  women’s  groups  for 
some  time.  The  groups  say  the  judges  routinely 
harass  women  seeking  protection  orders  against 
their  husbands  or  boyfriends. 

Pamela  Dunn’s  parents,  Carol  and  Donald  Nigro, 
are  filing  a  formal  complaint  against  Heffernan. 

According  to  statistics  compiled  by  the  state 
Department  of  Publig  Health,  a  Massachusetts 
woman  is  murdered  by  her  husband  or  boyfriend  every 
22  days. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


1987  lesbian/gay  health  conference 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  1987  National  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Health  Conference  will  be  held  in  the  Sheraton 
Universal  Hotel  in  Los  Angeles  during  the  weekend  of 
March  26-29,  1987.  The  conference  will  focus  on  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  health  care  issues  and  include  the  Fifth 
National  AIDS  Forum. 

Workshop  topics  will  include  mental  health, 
women’s  health,  sexually  transmitted  diseases, 
youth  health  care,  health  care  needs  of  lesbian  and 
gay  people  of  color,  health  care  issues  of  the  dis¬ 
abled,  technology  and  health  care,  and  preventative 
and  holistic  health  care. 

For  more  information  contact  Greg  Thomas  at 
George  Washington  University  Medical  Center,  2300 
K  Street  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20037,  (202) 
676-4285. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


enola  gay  at  Sydney’s  hiroshima  day 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  contingent  of  over  40 
lesbians  and  gay  men  took  part  in  the  Hiroshima 
Never  Again  peace  march  here,  August  2. 

Heading  the  1986  contingent  was  the  familiar 
Enola  Gay  symbol  —  ai  silver  missile  broken  in  the 
middle  by  a  three  dimensional  pink  triangle.  Enola 
Gay  is  the  Australian  National  Lesbian  and  Gay  disar¬ 
mament  and  anti-nuclear  organization. 

The  name  Enola  Gay  was  chosen  some  years  ago 
because  it  was  the  name  on  the  side  of  the  U.S. 
airplane  that  dropped  the  first  atom  bomb  on 
Hiroshima  in  1945. 

Other  banners  waving  above  the  lesbian  and  gay 
marchers  included  “Dykes  for  Disarmament”  and 
“Poofs  for  Peace.” 

—  Kendall  Lovett 


Sydney  gay  men,  lesbians  fight  violence 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  A  new  wave  of  homopho¬ 
bic  violence  has  erupted  within  the  “gay  mile”  of 
Sydney.  A  group  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  living  in  the 
inner  city  area  met  at  the  Albion  Street  Clinic  on 
August  16  to  strategize  about  fighting  back. 

The  group  had  become  aware  of  at  least  two  mur¬ 
ders  of  gay  men  in  the  preceding  12  weeks  and  a  prob¬ 
able  third  only  a  few  days  before  the  meeting.  Other 
bashings,  usually  unreported  or  kept  under  wraps  by 
poilice,  are  also  on  the  increase.  For  example,  earlier 
in  the  week,  the  Clinic’s  AIDS  education  and  informa¬ 
tion  bus  was  attacked  by  a  gang  in  three  separate 
cars.  Armed  with  iron  bars  and  wooden  clubs,  the 
gang  smashed  the  bus  and  terrorized  those  inside. 
Despite  an  emergency  call,  the  police  failed  to  arrive 
in  time  to  take  action  against  the  gang. 

Those  at  the  meeting  agreed  that  gay  men  and 
lesbians  need  to  show  solidarity  and  visibility  as  a 
deterrant  to  future  attacks.  Suggestions  included  in¬ 
stituting  security  patrols  by  the  Gay  Business  Assoc¬ 
iation  and  beginning  an  awareness  campaign  in  the 
pubs  through  leaflets,  monitor  screens  and  DJs. 

Immediate  action  will  be  to  hold  a  public  meeting 
followed  by  a  walk  to  the  closest  park  for  a  gay/les¬ 
bian  “reclaim-the-night”  party. 

—  Kendall  Lovett 


grounds  for  murder 

HOUSTON,  TX  —  A  South  Houston  man  was 
sentenced  to  10  years  in  prison  for  attempting  to 
murder  his  wife  who  had  called  him  “gay”  during  an 
argument. 

According  to  an  Associated  Press  report, 
Charles  Wilson  testified  that  he  shot  his  wife,  Sandra 
Wilson,  because  she  “kept  calling  me  gay,  gay,  gay.” 
Charles  said  he  “just  flipped”  and  shot  his  wife  in  the 
face,  leg  and  buttocks.  Minutes  after  shooting  his 
wife,  he  returned  to  ask  her,  “Are  you  dead  yet?”  and 
shot  her  again  in  the  back.  Sandra  survived,  as  did  her 
husband,  who  shot  himself  in  the  chest  when  the 
police  arrived. 

In  addition  to  the  prison  sentence,  Charles  was 
fined  $8,000.  He  stated  that  he  was  not  gay,  but  has 
had  sexual  problems. 

—  Lyn  Rossano 


another  sodomy  trial  for  georgia 

GAINESVILLE,  GA  —  Two  men  have  been  con¬ 
victed  of  consensual  sodomy,  in  the  first  sodomy 
case  tried  since  the  Supreme  Court’s  Hardwick  rul¬ 
ing. 

Another  Voice  of  Huntington,  New  York,  reports 
that  Bill  Stewart,  Jr.,  of  Cleveland,  and  Doyle  Lamar 
Self,  of  Jackson  County,  were  convicted  in  separate 
Hall  County  jury  trials. 

Consensual  sodomy  in  the  state  of  Georgia  car¬ 
ries  a  penalty  of  up  to  twenty  years  in  prison.  Both 
men  have  yet  to  be  sentenced. 

The  men  were  arrested  last  November  when  a 
Hall  County  sheriff’s  deputy  found  them  engaging  in 
oral  sex  in  a  van  parked  at  an  interstate  rest  area. 

District  Attorney  Bruce  Udolph  said  the  case  had 
not  been  tried  as  the  county  was  awaiting  the 
Supreme  Court’s  ruling  on  the  Hardwick  case. 

—  Lyn  Rossano 


lesbian/gay  people  of  color  conference 
seeks  presenters 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Workshop  presenters  are  cur¬ 
rently  being  sought  for  the  1986  International  Lesbian 
and  Gay  People  of  Color  Conference,  which  will  be 
held  here  the  weekend  of  November  21-23. 

“Joining  Our  Struggles;  Making  Our  Future”  is 
the  conference  theme,  which  according  to  the  con¬ 
ference  spokespersons,  “reflects  an  anthem  of  sur¬ 
vival  and  resurgence  against  the  forces  of  conser¬ 
vatism  that  threaten  our  survival  as  Gays,  Lesbians 
and  people  of  color.” 

Interested  presenters  are  encouraged  to  submit 
proposals,  autobiographical  information  and 
audio/visual  requirements  by  October  15.  Workshops 
should  be  timed  for  90  minutes  maximum. 

For  more  information,  calk  Lanette  Alverez  at 
(213)  436-6561  or  Aiesha  Jones  (213)  662-5433. 

An  arts  festival  will  enable  artists  in  all  media  to 
present  work  throughout  the  conference.  Presenters 
should  contact  Louis  Jacinto  at  (213)  665-8852  for 
more  information. 

For  other  details  about  the  conference  write 
ILGPOCC  ’86,  859  N.  Virgil  Station,  D-145,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90029,  or  call  (213)  599-6583. 

—  Lyn  Rossano 


lesbian  blood  rejected 

NOTTINGHAM,  England  —  A  lesbian  was  turned 
away  from  a  blood  transfusion  center  here  because  of 
her  sexual  orientation.  According  to  the  Peace  News 
for  Nonviolent  Revolution,  the  lesbian,  a  longtime 
donor,  was  rejected  when  she  answered  a  question 
about  her  sexual  partners  by  stating  she  was  in  a 
monogamous  relationship  with  a  woman.  She  later  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  the  National  Blood  Transfusion 
Service  which  stated  that  it  was  policy  not  to  accept 
blood  from  lesbians  —  in  spite  of  the  National  Blood 
Transfusion  Service's  recognition  that  lesbians  are 
the  lowest  risk  group  for  AIDS. 

In  reaction  to  what  they  called  “an  incredibly 
stupid  policy,”  a  Nottingham  support  group  called 
the  Lesbian  Line  organized  a  National  Lesbian  Blood 
Donor  Week  to  coincide  with  the  British  National 
Blood  Donor  Week  in  August.  National  Blood  Donor 
Week  is  traditionally  a  time  when  the  lack  of  donors  is 
heavily  stressed  in  the  media. 

—  Rebecca  Lilienfeld 


these  guys  won’t  play  ball 

N  EW  YORK  —  Two  former  major  league  baseball 
players  are  threatening  lawsuits  because  their 
baseball  card  photos  were  published  on  thousands  of 
invitations  to  an  August  24  gay  party  at  the  Manhat¬ 
tan  night  club,  the  Palladium. 

The  New  York  Post  reported  that  the  invitations 
were  the  opening  celebration  of  the  World  Series  of 
Gay  Softball,  featuring  “One  Thousand  All-American 
Jocks.” 

“I  don’t  want  anything  to  do  with  it,”  said  former 
Los  Angeles  Dodger  Ron  Fairly,  who  now  works  as  a 
commentator  on  California  Angels  Broadcasts  with 
radio  Station  KMPC.  “I’m  not  familiar  with  the  place,  I 
don’t  want  anything  to  do  with  those  guys.  I’ll  have  my 
attorney  look  into  it.” 

When  told  his  baseball  card  was  being  used  to 
promote  the  event,  former  Angel  outfielder  Rick 
Reichardt  asked  irately,  “What’s  that  supposed  to 
mean?  I  don’t  think  my  wife  and  kids  would  like  that.” 
Reichardt  also  said  he  might  consider  legal  action. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Palladium  said  the  profes¬ 
sional  ballplayers  were  obviously  picked  for  their 
good  looks,  not  their  batting  averages,  RBIs  or  sexual 
preference.  He  said,  “When  I  saw  the  invitation,  I 

just  figured  they  were  dead  or  had  come  out  of  the 
closet.” 

An  official  statement  later  released  by  the  club 
said,  “To  begin  with,  the  invitations  were  mailed  by  an 
independent  promoter.  We  believe  that  no  inference 
or  implication  was  intended  and  we  regret  any  harm 
or  inconvenience  caused  the  individuals  by  the  pro¬ 
moter.” 

—  Lyn  Rossano 


first  woman  eskimo  leader 

QUEBEC  —  The  September  issue  of  Radia 
reports  that  Eskimos  from  three  countries  have 
elected  a  woman  to  be  their  new  president  and  for¬ 
mulate  international  arctic  policy. 

Mary  Simon,  of  Kuujjuaq  in  northern  Quebec,  is 
the  first  woman  to  lead  the  Inuit  Circumpolar  Con¬ 
ference,  an  organization  of  Eskimos  from  Alaska, 
Canada  and  Greenland. 

Simon  said  of  her  unanimous  selection,  “I  think 
it’s  a  step  forward  for  our  people  in  many  ways.” 

—  Lyn  Rossano 


help  out 

MADISON,  Wl  —  OUT!,  Wisconsin’s  lesbian/gay 
newspaper  has  been  confronted  with  a  serious  finan¬ 
cial  crunch  over  the  last  few  months. 

In  a  recent  release,  members  of  the  editorial  staff 
made  a  plea  to  the  lesbian/gay  community  for  dona¬ 
tions. 

Anyone  interested  in  making  a  donation  of  any 
size  or  subscribing  to  the  paper  may  send  their  con¬ 
tributions  to: 

OUT! 

P.O.  Box  148 
Madison,  Wl  53701 

Subscription  rates  are  $17. 50/year,  $12  low  income, 
sample  copy  $2. 

Lyn  Rossano 


international  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners 
project 

COPENHAGEN,  Denmark  —  “The  Homosexual 
Prisoners  Project,”  originally  undertaken  by 
Homosexuella  Socialister  in  Sweden,  was  revived  at 
the  8th  Annual  Conference  of  the  International  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Association  (ILGA)  held  in  Copenhagen 
this  year.  The  ILGA  announced  at  the  plenary  session 
that,  "Since  the  ongoing  Amnesty  International  in¬ 
vestigation  has  not  yet  taken  up  homosexual  ‘crimes’ 
as  being  ‘political,’  it  is  essential  that  the  world-wide 
homosexual  community  take  repsonsibility  for  our 
colleagues.  We  intend  to  start  Amnesty-like  support 
groups  working  with  individual  prisoners.” 

The  ILGA  is  attempting  to  gather  material  about 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  prison  for  violating  age  of 
consent  laws  and  for  violating  laws  forbidding  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  such.  They  are  also  looking  for  inform¬ 
ation  about  cruel  and  unusual  punishment  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  prison  for  acts  not  pertaining  to  sexuality. 
Any  prisoner  or  friend  of  prisoners  who  has  inform¬ 
ation  that  would  be  useful  to  this  effort,  or  who  would 
like  to  know  how  to  start  a  support  group  of 
homosexual  prisoners,  should  write:  Peter  Wing- 
quist,  Homosexual  Prisoners  Project,  Box  17218,  104 
62  STOCKHOLM,  Sweden. 

Prisoners  may  send  thier  responses  to  GCNPP, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111,  and  we  will  for¬ 
ward  them. 

—  Mike  Reigle 
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The  Black  Community  Organizes  to  Fight  AIDS 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

“The  AIDS  crisis  is  five  years  old,  but  in  the  Black 
community  it’s  an  issue  we’ve  kept  in  the  closet  . . .  Today 
we  come  together  to  drag  it  out  of  the  closet.9’ 

—  Gilberto  Gerald,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (NCBLG) 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Sponsored  by  NCBLG,  the 
National  Conference  of  Black  Mayors  and  the  newly- 
formed  National  Minority  AIDS  Council,  the  July  conference 
was  a  turning  point  in  the  process  of  drawing  attention  to 
the  disproportionate  numbers  of  Black  people  with  AIDS 
in  the  U.S.  (See  box.)  Over  400  people,  including  AIDS 
educators,  health  workers  and  lesbian  and  gay  activists,  at¬ 
tended  the  event,  which  allowed  people  to  find  out,  as  con¬ 
ference  coordinator  Craig  Harris  told  GCN,  “who’s  Black 
and  doing  what  where.” 

Since  the  conference,  activists  have  had  remarkable 
success  in  expanding  education  on  AIDS  within  the  Black 
community,  sharing  service  models  developed,  and  in 
beginning  to  engage  the  participation  of  major  civil  rights 
organizations  and  Black  clergy. 

One  of  the  biggest  obstacles  to  the  delivery  of  both 
education  and  direct  serivices  continues  to  be  the  lack  of 
government  funds  allocated  for  work  on  AIDS  by  the  Black 
community  and  other  communities  of  color. 

*  *  * 

Educational  materials  aimed  at  the  Black  community 
have  hardly  been  forthcoming  from  the  predominantly 
white-run  AIDS  organizations  in  the  U.S.  While  Black  ac¬ 
tivists  continue  to  demand  that  such  groups  prioritize 
culturally  sensitive  programs  and  materials,  and  enlist  the 
aid  of  Black  activists  in  their  development,  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  has  focused  on  creating  its  own  autonomous  pro¬ 
grams. 

In  a  workshop  at  the  conference  on  “Risk  Reduction 
Education  for  Black  Gay  Men,”  a  number  of  educational 
models  were  explored.  Psychologist  Julius  Johnson,  who 
recently  completed  a  study  in  San  Francisco  of  Black  gay 
men,  noted  that  many  of  the  men  he  studied  did  not  iden¬ 
tify  as  gay  and  therefore,  would  be  unlikely  to  receive  infor¬ 
mation  aimed  at  the  “gay  community.”  Ted  Offutt,  of  the 
Chicago  Kupona  Network,  an  independent  Black  organiza¬ 
tion  doing  education  and  support  work  for  Black  people  at 
risk  for  AIDS,  agreed  that  in  his  experience  Black  gay  men 
do  not  relate  to  the  gay  community.  Kupona’s  primary 
method  for  getting  out  risk  reduction  information  has  been 
the  house  party.  Describing  the  parties  as  modelled  on  the 
“Tupperware  party,”  Offutt  said  one  man  invites  a 
number  of  his  friends  to  his  house.  The  party  format  in¬ 
cludes  finding  what  information  participants  already  have, 
distribution  of  risk  reduction  guidelines,  lubricant  and  con¬ 
doms. 

Frederick  Garnett,  the  only  Black  member  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  People  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  and  a 
speaker  at  the  conference’s  opening  session,  told  GCN 
house  parties  “are  the  most  concrete  thing  I’ve  seen”  to  get 
information  out  to  Black  gay  men.  Garnett  said  he  has  been 
working  with  “Spectrum  —  See  the  Light,”  a  D.C.  Black 
AIDS  project  directed  by  Don  Edwards  that  recently  held 
its  first  house  party,  called  “Close  Encounters  of  a  Safer 
Kind.” 

Many  of  the  [Black  gay] 
men  [Johnson]  studied  did 
not  identify  as  gay  and , 
therefore ,  would  be  unlikely 
to  receive  information  aimed 
at  the  “gay  community .  ” 


Spectrum,  which  is  funded  by  the  D.C.  Commission  of 
Public  Health  of  the  D.C.  Department  of  Human  Services 
and  run  by  NCLBG,  the  D.C.  Coalition  of  Black  Gay  Men 
and  Women  and  Koba  Associates,  “a  minority  consulting 
firm,”  is  also  developing  new  risk  reduction  materials.  The 
materials  will  target  the  Black  community  generally, 
women,  IV  drug  users  and  their  partners,  and  youth. 

Craig  Harris,  who  is  currently  on  Spectrum’s  staff, 
said  the  D.C.  project  is  also  working  to  develop  public  ser¬ 
vice  announcements  for  television  and  radio  stations  and 
other  materials  that  provide  information  in  a  straightfor¬ 
ward  manner. 

Other  projects  of  Spectrum  include  “guerrilla  AIDS 
education”  on  the  streets,  which  Harris  said  will  target  pro¬ 
stitutes,  and  IV  drug  users.  Spectrum  is  also  working  on  an 
AIDS  sweepstakes,  called  “Reality  v.  Rumors.” 
Sweepstakes  players  will  be  able  to  pick  up  their  playing 
cards  at  stores  such  as  7-1 1,  and  must  answer  ten  questions 
about  AIDS  to  enter.  The  playing  cards  will  be  used  to 
evaluate  the  level  of  AIDS  awareness  as  well  as  provide  an 
incentive  to  find  out  more  about  AIDS. 

While  such  programs  have  great  potential  results,  the 
lack  of  resources  for  developing  materials  remains  an  enor¬ 
mous  obstacle.  The  Rev.  Carl  Bean,  a  Black  gay  man  who 
founded  the  AIDS  Minority  Project  in  Los  Angeles,  told 
GCN  the  federal  government  and  state  funding  sources  re¬ 
main  focused  on  preventing  AIDS  from  reaching  the  com¬ 
munities  it  has  not  yet  dramatically  affected.  “It  is  up  to 
those  outside  the  system  to  make  noise  about  what’s  going 
on.  We  cannot  let  the  government  off  the  hook,”  said 
Bean. 

He  added  that  when  money  is  allocated  specifically  for 
programs  reaching  people  of  color,  it  is  limited  to  funds  for 


education.  His  program  has  received  $45,000  from  the  state 
of  California  for  educational  work.  Bean  says  not  only  is 
this  “a  drop  in  the  bucket,”  but  that  the  state  has 
stipulated  the  funds  “cannot  be  used  for  direct  services.” 

“A  lot  of  that  is  homophobia,  a  lot  is  racism - We  just 

don’t  have  time  to  arrange  forums  on  racism  when  people 
are  dying.” 

AIDS  in  the  Black 
Community 

Of  the  24,510  cases  of  AIDS  diagnosed  in  the  U.S. 
and  reported  to  the  CDC  as  of  September  15,  25  percent 
are  Black  and  14  percent  are  Latino.  According  to  the 
U.S.  1980  Census,  Black  people  make  up  about  12  per¬ 
cent  of  the  population  and  Latinos  make  up  about  7  per¬ 
cent.  ' 

The  numbers  of  people  of  color  with  AIDS  are  even 
more  disproportionate  among  women  and  children. 
Black  women  make  up  52  percent  of  the  women  with 
AIDS  and  Black  children  make  up  60  percent  of  all 
pediatric  cases. 

Approximately  20  percent  of  women  with  AIDS  are 
Latina  as  are  20  percent  of  children  with  AIDS. 

Thirty-two  percent  of  Black  people  with  AIDS  have 
contracted  the  illness  through  gay  sexual  contact;  48  per¬ 
cent  contracted  AIDS  through  IV  drug  use  or  through 
heterosexual  contact  with  a  partner  who  used  IV  dntgs. 

Sixty  percent  of  Black  women  with  AIDS  con¬ 
tracted  the  illness  through  IV  drug  use  or  through  a  part¬ 
ner  who  used  IV  drugs. 


One  development  in  gaining  funds  for  programs 
targetting  people  of  color  has  occurred  since  the  con¬ 
ference.  Gil  Gerald,  of  NCBLG,  told  GCN  that  as  a 
representative  of  the  National  Minority  AIDS  Council,  he 
has  succeeded  in  getting  specific  language  in  the  1987 
federal  budget  that  acknowledges  the  need  for  money 
allocated  to  health  services,  educational  campaigns  and 
culturally  sensitive  materials  for  people  of  color.  The 
language  also  specifies  that  such  programs  should  be  under¬ 
taken  with  the  assistance  of  groups  working  in  communities 
of  color. 

While  funds  are  sorely  needed,  Black  AIDS  activists 
are  also  calling  for  more  participation  from  Black  civil 
rights  organizations  and  Black  clergy.  “I  don’t  believe 
money  will  flow  from  the  sky,”  said  Frederick  Garnett. 
“But  we’re  also  lacking  people  to  come  forward.” 
NCLBG’s  political  action  committee  chair,  Gwendolyn 
Rogers,  spoke  strongly  at  the  conference  about  the  “dismal 
response”  of  the  civil  rights  groups  invited  to  participate  in 
the  July  event.  “The  time  has  come  when  it  would  be  ir¬ 
responsible  for  us  not  to  focus  on  homophobia  in  the  Black 
community.  The  hatred  and  fear  of  anything  that  has  to  do 
with  homosexuality  is  allowing  our  brothers  and  sisters  to 
die,”  said  Rogers.  She  added,  “We  understand  only  too 
well  that  our  community  is  under  tremendous  pressure, 
[but]  we  need  to  put  people  in  our  community  on  notice  — 
we  are  dying  and  what  are  we  going  to  do  about  it?” 

Since  the  conference,  however,  a  number  of  groups 
who  did  not  participate  in  the  July  event  have  contacted  the 
NCBLG  for  information  and  have  invited  speakers  to  ad-  • 
dress  their  events.  Gerald  also  said  that  civil  rights  groups 
have  become  more  aware  of  AIDS  in  the  Black  community 
through  the  conference  mailing  of  information  packets. 

Rev.  Carl  Bean  told  GCN  he  believes  progress  has  been 
made  in  enlisting  the  participation  of  Black  clergy.  He  said 
the  Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference,  which  held 
a  conference  on  AIDS  earlier  this  year,  had  recently  sent 
him  a  letter  of  support  and  had  pledged  assistance.  Bean 
said,  “The  Black  church  has  always  arisen  to  what  the  pro¬ 
blem  is ... .  There  will  be  those  that  will  hold  the  line  on 
fundamentalism,”  but  the  majority  will  join  the  fight 
against  AIDS.  He  added  that  the  mainstream  media’s  por¬ 
trayal  of  AIDS  as  a  “white  middle-class,  gay”  disease  has 
hampered  the  participation  of  Black  people  in  general. 
“The  knowledge  is  just  getting  out  there,”  he  said. 

Mainstream  media  coverage  of  the  July  conference 
was  extensive,  with  stories  appearing  in  the  New  York 
Times,  Washington  Post  and  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

Among  the  programs  that  Black  activists  hope  to 
greatly  expand  or  develop  include  educational  materials 
and  services  to  prisoners,  support  services  for  Black  PWAs, 
and  education  for  youth,  women  and  IV  drug  users. 

Rev.  Bean  told  GCN  that  while  he  does  not  currently 
do  educational  work  or  advocacy  for  prisoners  with  AIDS, 
he  intends  to  develop  such  a  program.  Currently,  the 
Minority  AIDS  Project  gives  support  to  other  groups  doing 
prison  work  and  has  some  clients  who  are  ex-prisoners. 
Ernest  Andrews,  of  the  East  Bay  AIDS  Project  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  said  a  proposal  has  been  submitted  to  fund  a  prison 
AIDS  educator  in  San  Francisco  County,  to  replace  a  posi¬ 
tion  he  once  held.  Andrews  said  he  does  supply  materials 
on  AIDS  to  the  local  sheriff’s  office.  Craig  Harris  also 
stressed  a  need  to  provide  support  to  friends  and  family  of 
prisoners  with  AIDS. 

Describing  himself  as  “rapidly  becoming  the  Black 
PWA  of  the  year,”  Frederick  Garnett  told  GCN  he  has  felt 
the  lack  of  organized  support  groups  for  Black  PWAs  and 
of  other  visible  Black  PWAs  in  general.  He  said  he  hopes  to 
organize  a  support  group  in  D.C.  in  the  near  future. 

In  his  talk  at  the  conference,  Garnett  stressed  the  im¬ 
portance  of  exploring  the  needs  of  Black  PWAs,  who  he 
said,  can  fall  “dangerously  through  the  cracks”  in  the 
delivery  of  services.  As  Harris  noted,  late  diagnosis  is  com¬ 
mon  among  Black  PWAs  not  only  because  they  have 


received  little  information  about  the  illness,  but  also 
because  they  often  cannot  afford  medical  care. 

According  to  Wayne  Greaves,  Chief  of  Infectious 
Diseases  at  Howard  University  Hospital,  and  also  a  speaker 
at  ihe  conference,  Black  PWAs  generally  live  about  8 
months  after  diagnosis,  compared  to  18-24  months  for 
white  PWAs. 

Bean  told  GCN  that  the  Minority  AIDS  Project  is  in 
the  process  of  purchasing  space  to  house  PWAs  and  Gerald 
said  he  hopes  to  find  a  way  to  support  people,  particularly 
those  with  low  incomes,  who  are  caring  for  PWAs  at  home. 

Programs  aimed  specifically  at  Black  women  are  also 
in  the  works  in  a  number  of  cities.  Eddie  King,  the  AIDS 
coordinator  for  Koba  Associates  in  D.C.,  said  he  is  work¬ 
ing  on  several  educational  campaigns,  but  could  not  release 
details  until  the  end  of  the  month.  He  did  say  that  he  hoped 
to  model  a  D.C.  program  on  one  he  developed  in 
Baltimore.  That  program  involved  organizing  events  at 
low-income  housing  projects  at  which  information  about 
AIDS  could  be  distributed.  Eighty  percent  of  the  tenants  in 
the  Baltimore  projects  were  single  women,  he  said. 

Fran  Tarlton,  associate  director  of  public  affairs  for 
the  New  York  Health  Department,  said  the  New  York 
AIDS  Institute  will  produce  a  brochure  for  women  that 
features  a  Black  woman  and  child  on  the  cover.  She  said 
that  since  60  percent  of  the  Black  women  in  New  York  with 
AIDS  have  contracted  it  through  IV  drug  use  or  through 
sexual  contact  with  IV  drug  users,  Black  women  will  be 
reached  through  community  centers  set  up  in  high  IV  drug 
use  areas.  The  percent  of  white  and  Latina  women  who 
have  contracted  AIDS  through  an  IV  drug  related  means  is 
roughly  the  same  as  that  for  Black  women. 


Sixty  percent  of  the 
Black  women  in  New  York 
with  AIDS  have  contracted 
it  through  IV  drug  use  or 
through  sexual  contact  with 
IV  drug  users. 


Speaking  about  women  and  AIDS  at  the  July  con¬ 
ference  was  Urvashi  Vaid  of  the  D.C.  Women’s  Committee 
on  AIDS.  That  group  held  a  forum  at  the  end  of  May  to 
discuss  employment,  housing,  health  services  and  other 
issues  for  women  “at  risk.”  Among  the  problems  facing 
Black  women  and  other  women  of  color  in  particular  are 
low  awareness  about  AIDS  and  a  lack  of  financial 
resources  to  deal  with  serious  illness. 

Finally,  programs  to  target  IV  drug  users,  such  as  the 
community  centers  to  be  established  in  New  York,  are  tak¬ 
ing  shape.  The  difficulties  facing  IV  drug  users  include  the 
fact  that  AIDS  takes  a  more  virulent  form  when  it  is  con¬ 
tracted  through  IV  drug  use  than  through  other  means  and 
the  IV  drug  users  receive  less  medical  care  than  any  other 
“risk”  group. 

In  addition,  the  escalating  “war  against  drugs”  has 
further  stigmatized  IV  drug  users,  who  are  unorganized  and 
have  little  or  no  political  clout. 

Events  scheduled  to  continue  organizing  against  AIDS 
in  the  Black  community  include  a  meeting  of  the  National 
Minority  AIDS  Council,  to  be  held  in  Las  Vegas  the 
weekend  of  the  27  and  28th;  and  “AIDS  Black  Awareness 
Week,”  to  be  held  in  the  San  Francisco  East  Bay  by  the 
AIDS  Project  of  the  East  Bay,  East  Bay  Urban  League  and 
the  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation;  and  a  presentation  on 
AIDS  at  the  Congressional  Black  Caucus  Weekend  to  be 
held  in  D.C.  from  October  1-5. 

— filed  from  Boston 


CDC  Sabotage 

Continued  from  page  I 

is  no  evidence  of  any  wrongdoing  in  AIDS  research  or  any 
other  program.  Congress  has  mounted  an  investigation  of 
the  various  allegations. 

Senator  Lowell  Weicker  (R-Conn.)  sent  one  of  his  staff 
to  the  CDC  AIDS  Program  after  reading  a  wire  service 
report  of  the  Herald  story.  According  to  Weicker 
spokesperson  Jack  Dolan,  the  Senator  dispatched  Maureen 
Byrnes,  of  the  Senate  Subcommittee  for  Labor,  Health  and 
Human  Services,  and  Education,  on  September  3.  Weicker 
is  chair  of  the  subcommittee,  which  deals  with,  among  other 
things,  AIDS  appropriations. 

Dolan  said  that  Byrnes  has  not  finished  her  investiga¬ 
tion.  “Once  he  has  the  information,  the  Senator  will  make  a 
statement.  And  it  won’t  be  quiet  and  off  to  the  sidelines. 
He’ll  be  telling  people  about  what’s  happening.” 

Larger  Charges 

One  of  the  Herald  articles’s  more  ominous  charges  is 
6ne  that  the  principals  in  these  investigations  seem  to  be  ig¬ 
noring:  possible  mismanagement  and  mis-direction  at  the 
CDC.  The  Herald  quoted  Cy  Cabradilla,  a  former  CDC 
researcher,  as  saying,  “I’m  surprised  at  how  little  is  coming 
out  of  that  lab.” 

Critics  have  charged  that  Curran,  with  his  background 
as  a  sexually-transmitted  disease  expert,  has  specifically  ig¬ 
nored  research  into  means  of  stopping  the  further  spread  of 
AIDS  in  favor  of  epidemiology  and  tracking  of  AIDS  cases. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Community 


GCN  seeks  home 

In  September  1987  GCN  will  probably 
have  to  move  out  of  167  Tremont.  We  need 
your  help  in  gathering  2  kinds  of  informa¬ 
tion: 

(1)  leads  on  large  spaces  (20,000+  sq.ft.)  in 
Cambridge,  Boston  or  Somerville,  that  the 
Community  Building  Coalition  (made  up  of 
GCN,  Mobilization  for  Survival,  Boston 
Women’s  Health  Collective,  Haymarket 
Peoples’  Fund,  and  others)  could  look  into 
buying ,  but  probably  not  within  a  year;  and 

(2)  leads  on  smaller  spaces  (2000+  sq.ft.) 
that  GCN  could  rent  for  a  year  or  so  while 
the  coalition  possibility  is  explored. 

The  space  must  be  near  public  trans¬ 
portation  and  in  a  reasonably  safe 
neighborhood.  We’d  appreciate  any  infor¬ 
mation/leads  you  may  have  or  come  across. 
Please  contact  Mike  at  GCN,  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  MA  02111,  or  call  426-4469. 
Thanks. 


second-class 

status 

Dear  GCN: 

The  timing  of  the  Supreme  Court’s  ruling  on 
the  constitutionality  of  Georgia’s  anti-sodomy 
law,  coming  as  it  did  a  few  days  before  Liberty 
Weekend,  may  have  been  coincidental,  but  the 
juxtaposition  of  the  two  events  only  underlined 
the  second-class  status  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
this  nation.  Such  timing  may  have  been  especially 
instructive  to  those  of  us  who,  like  myself,  grew 
up  privileged  enough  (white,  middle  class)  to  be¬ 
lieve  at  some  point  that  all  Americans  shared  the 
benefits  of  this  country’s  democratic  ideals.  The 
Court’s  recent  ruling  forced  me  to  re-read  the 
Constitution  I  had  been  explicitly  excluded  from, 
to  hear  in  my  head  the  lyrics  of  patriotic  hymns  as 
if  for  the  first  time,  and  to  recognize  once  again 
how  deeply  the  rhetoric  and  mythology  of  this  na¬ 
tion’s  ideology  had  been  pounded  into  me  as  a 
schoolboy.  The  poem  that  follows  expresses  some 
of  what  I  felt: 


Liberty  Weekend 

Bagpipes,  fiddles,  echoing  drums 

call  an  ethnic  city  to  “rediscover  its  past.” 

Tourtiere,  knish,  burrito — 

meat  cooked  in  pastry,  whatever  the  spice — 

a  potpourri  of  scents,  bright  colors,  &  sounds. 

I’ve  never  seen  people  look  so  happy  here! 

especially  in  the  rain.  Cymbals,  like  magnets, 

like  bells  on  ice  cream  trucks,  draw  the  sheepish 

from  gray  sidestreets.  Tears  gather  in  my  eyes 

against  my  will. 


Two  men  turned  back, 
a  hundred  feet  from  Main. 

They  hovered  by  their  beauty  salon, 
folded  their  arms  &  cheered  sarcastically, 
then  scooted  inside  before  their  hairdos  drooped. 
Outsiders,  but  they  know  this  city  inside  out. 
Stereotypes,  but  their  bitterness  is  real. 

They  can  find  no  innocent  pleasure  in  this 
parade. 

Driving  back  from  Provincetown  (where  pilgrim 
lovers  hold  hands,  whatever  their  sex) 
on  the  verge  of  Bourne  Bridge  &  Liberty 
Weekend, 

on  the  radio  we  hear  puritanical  judges 
rule  that  we  have  no  right  to  privacy — 

&  so  we  sit  out  the  patriotic  bash 
in  brotherhood  from  sea  to  shining  sea 
while  the  star-spangled  banner  yet  waves 
over  fruited  plains  where  sour  grapes  are 
sown 

over  irony  welded  in  prisons, 
liberty  that  yearns  to  breathe  free. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Steven  Riel 
Waltham,  MA 

provocative 

semi-integration 

Dear  GCN: 

It  is  so  wonderful  to  be  able  to  read  a  paper  that 
lets  our  voices  be  heard.  We  really  do  enjoy 
reading  your  paper  very  much.  And  it’s  about 
time  that  prisoners  started  claiming  our  rights. 

Here  at  Kansas  State  Industrial  Reformatory 
we  are  not  allowed  to  cell  with  someone  who  is 
gay  or  who  has  voice  and  mannerisms  which  are 
effeminate  because  they  feel  those  inmates  are 
socially  inadequate. 

Blacks  and  whites  are  not  allowed  to  cell  with 
each  other  because  they  don’t  want  to  integrate 
the  cells.  But  the  cellblocks  are  integrated.  It’s  as 
if  they  don’t  want  us  to  really  become  friends.  All 
we  are  asking  for  is  our  rights,  so  could  you  ask 
your  readers  to  send  letters  to  the  Warden  here 
and  the  Governor,  so  that  prisoners’  voices  can  be 
heard.  And  if  there  is  anyone  out  there  who  can 
give  us  advice  and  guidance  on  how  we  can  go 
about  getting  our  rights,  please  do. 

Sincerely, 

Joel  D.  Jackson 
Box  1568  —  42171 
Hutchinson,'  KS  67504 
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calling  together  young,  poor  and  in 

old  lesbians  trouble  in  Virginia 


Dear  GCN: 

Our  purpose  in  calling  together  old  lesbians, 
age  60  years  and  over,  is  to  explore  who  we  are, 
recognize  our  pioneering  role,  name  our  oppres¬ 
sion,  celebrate  all  that  we  represent,  and  make 
our  presence  a  force  in  the  women’s  movement. 

Lesbians  have  not  looked  to  the  system  to  sup¬ 
port  our  lives.  We  have  always  invented  our  own 
lives  and  in  doing  so  we  have  helped  expand  and 
liberate  the  meaning  of  being  a  woman.  We  are 
inventing  our  own  aging.  We  want  to  share  our 
discoveries  for  our  confirmation  and  enrichment. 

We  want  to  analyze  our  experience  of  ageism, 
which  has  been  so  little  defined,  in  order  to  know 
how  to  name  it  and  resist  it.  We  are  the  women 
whom  society  calls  “old”  behind  our  backs  while 
calling  us  “older”  to  our  faces.  We  refuse  the  lie 
that  it  is  shameful  to  be  an  old  woman. 

We  want  to  celebrate  our  differences  —  from 
each  other  as  well  as  from  the  heterosexual  mold. 
This  conference  will  provide  an  atmosphere 
which  affirms  the  diversity  of  our  races, 
ethnicities,  class  backgrounds,  of  our  herstories 
and  our  present  lives. 

We  want  to  celebrate  our  BEING  —  our 
creativity,  growth,  and  risk-taking  —  through 
sharings,  rituals,  exhibits  of  our  artwork  and 
crafts,  music,  readings,  story-telling,  dreams, 
dance  and  more. 

The  conference  is  scheduled  for  April  17-19, 
1987,  at  California  State  University  Dominguez 
Hills.  For  more  information  please  contact  West 
Coast  Celebration  at  2953  Lincoln  Boulevard, 
Santa  Monica,  CA  90405,  or  telephone  Kate  at 
(619)  48 1  -0375,  Shaba  at  (213)  857-2131,  or  Sylvia 
at  (805)  569-1276. 

Join  us!  Celebrate  with  us!  We’re  here! 
Cynthia  Rich 
Santa  Monica,  CA 


Dear  GCN: 

1  am  at  the  infamous  Mecklenburg  Correct 
tional  Center  in  isolation  for  allegedly  cutting  a 
correctional  officer.  Quite  a  few  officers  have 
told  me  that  the  warden  has  a  “dick”  for  me  and  1 
feel  I  am  completely  at  their  mercy  because  they 
have  their  own  court  at  this  institution  which  is 
merely  an  extension  of  the  administration.  I  have 
seen  the  work  of  some  of  the  court-appointed  at¬ 
torneys  here  and  they  clearly  work  for  the  pro¬ 
secution/commonwealth. 

These  people  know  1  can’t  afford  an  attorney 
and  they  can’t  wait  to  get  me  in  court  (Oct. 9).  The 
c/o  that  was  allegedly  cut  has  had  many 
grievances  written  on  him  plus  petitions  have 
been  written  on  him  (signed  by  practically  every 
inmate)  and  sent  to  the  director  of  prisons  in 
Virginia,  but  nothing  has  been  done  on  any  of 
this.  It’s  as  if  the  many  complaints  were  taken  as  a 
joke. 

1  haven’t  as  yet  received  a  street  charge  but  I  am 
told  it’s  on  the  way.  I  hope  that  someone  out  there 
is  interested  in  helping  me  or  at  least  offering  me 
some  advice.  That  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 
Anything  is  better  than  being  in  the  hands  of  one 
of  these  court-appointed  attorneys,  and  I  know 
nothing  of  the  law  myself. 

I  am  also  trying  to  re-open  a  lawsuit  for  brutali¬ 
ty  which  I  had  dropped  last  year  due  to  lack  of 
evidence.  But  now  1  may  have  a  better  chance 
because  the  c/o  that  committed  the  brutality  on 
me  while  1  was  totally  nude  &  defenseless  has 
recently  been  bragging  of  what  he  did  to  me  in 
front  of  inmates  and  officers. 

1  hope  this  is  printed  and  that  someone 
somewhere  can  help  me  in  some  manner.  If  some¬ 
one  could  just  come  and  see  me  one  time,  with  no 
commitment,  it  would  help. 

Thanks, 

Carl  Gordon 
Box  500 

Boydton,  VA  23917 


stop  loving  the  enemy 


Dear  GCN: 

The  demonstrations  around  the  country 
against  the  Supreme  Court’s  decision  upholding 
the  constitutionality  of  sodomy  laws  are  an  en¬ 
couraging  sign.  With  the  increasing  conservatism 
of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  movements  that  began  a 
few  years  after  Stonewall,  our  movements  have 
made  the  mistake  of  relying  amost  exclusively  on 
within-the-system  tactics  such  as  lobbying,  court 
suits  and  electoral  politics.  The  various  radical 
movements  made  gains  during  the  sixties  and  ear¬ 
ly  seventies  when  we  engaged  in  demonstrations, 
civil  disobedience  and  even  more  extreme  tactics 
and  we  began  to  lose  ground  when  we  abandoned 
these  radical  tactics. 

However,  we  must  also  remember  that  one 
demonstration  won’t  change  things  —  it  takes  a 
sustained  campaign  of  demonstrations  and  other 
tactics.  The  civil  rights  movement  of  the  early  six¬ 
ties,  in  favorable  contrast  to  the  scatter  shot  ap¬ 
proach  that  became  all  too  common  among  the 
student  radicals  of  the  later  sixties  and  early 
seventies,  won  its  gains  by  mounting  a  sustained 
effort,  sometimes  demonstrating  and  sitting  in  at 
a  particular  establishment  for  years.  1  can  remem¬ 
ber  one  such  effort  to  integrate  a  hotel  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  Kentucky  that  I  participated  in  with  the 
Congress  of  Racial  Equality.  The  campaign  was 
already  in  progress  when  I  joined  the  organiz¬ 
ation  in  the  summer  of  1962  and  we  picketed  and 
sat  until  the  following  spring  before  the  hotel 
owners  finally  agreed  to  integrate.  It  is  thus  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraging  that  in  New  York  they  have 
had  several  demonstrations  instead  of  being 
satisfied  with  throwing  a  several  hour  tantrum  in 
front  of  some  building  of  the  federal  government. 

In  Minneapolis,  we  seem  to  be  considerably 
more  backward.  We  did  obtain  a  turnout  of  200 
people  at  the  Federal  Courts  Building  on  July  9, 
the  largest  Gay  and  Lesbian  demonstration  other 
than  the  annual  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  marches 
our  community  has  yet  managed.  However,  only 
two  people  responded  to  a  call  to  picket  Burger 
and  Scalia  when  they  appeared  at  Macalester  Col¬ 
lege  on  September  1 1 .  Although  the  local  establi¬ 
shment  Gay  and  Lesbian  politicians  endorsed  the 
Federal  Courts  Building  demonstration,  our  local 
Gay  state  senator,  Allan  Spear,  refused  to  en¬ 
dorse  the  Macalester  demonstration,  saying  that 
everyone  should  get  involved  in  the  lobbying  ef¬ 
fort  to  repeal  the  state’s  sodomy  law  instead. 

We  will  have  to  go  further  than  demonstrations 
and  move  up  to  civil  disobedience  if  we  ever  want 
to  win  our  rights.  We  should  start  a  campaign  of 
tax  resistance  around  the  slogan  of  no  taxes  for 
second  class  citizens. 

We  will  also  have  to  stop  clinging  to  straight  in¬ 
stitutions  such  as  the  Democratic  and  Republican 
parties,  the  flag  and  Christianity  if  we  want  our 
freedom.  In  Minnesota,  many  Democratic  Party 
Gays  and  Lesbians  have  urged  us  to  support  the 
Democrats  fven  when  their  candidates  have  been 
against  our  interests.  The  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Republicans  might  think  their  money  gives  them  a 
stake  in  the  system  but  it  won’t  help  them  any 
more  than  it  helped  the  Rothschilds  in  1930’s 
Austria  if  the  homophobes  ever  get  their  quaran¬ 
tine  camps  established.  And  while,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Sweden  and  Holland,  this  country 
might  still  be  the  best  country  for  Gays  and  Les¬ 
bians  to  live  in,  that  flag  should  be  no  more  than  a 
star  spangled  rag  to  us  as  long  as  we  are  second 
class  citizens.  If  any  Gay  businessman  wants  to 


print  that  flag  on  toilet  paper,  they  have  at  least 
one  customer  as  long  as  they  sell  it  for  a  reason¬ 
able  price  and  I  might  even  buy  it  from  a  Gay  or 
Lesbian  businessperson  as  long  as  I  am  sure  they 
are  not  sending  part  of  their  profits  to  the  an¬ 
tipornography  movement.  Christianity’s  ho¬ 
mophobia  ought  to  be  an  open  and  shut  case  after 
that  religion’s  two  thousand  year  record  of 
genocide  against  us.  Yet  only  one  Gay,  John 
Boswell,  has  written  a  several  hundred  page  book 
arguing  that  Christianity  did  not  become  homo- 
phobic  until  the  latter  part  of  the  1100s,  despite 
the  fact  that  another  Christian  apologist.  Derrick 
Sherwin  Bailey,  in  his  Homosexuality  and  the 
Western  Christian  Tradition ,  lists  a  series  of  ec¬ 
clesiastical  letters,  canons  and  penitentials  dating 
from  375  to  1214  A.D.  which  prescribe  various 
penances  for  Gays  and  Lesbians.  Bailey  also  men¬ 
tions  a  law  of  Visigothic  Italy,  dated  506  A.D., 
which  prescribes  death  by  fire  for  Gays.  Boswell 
also  claims  that  the  Greek  words,  malakoi  and 
arsenochoitai,  which  Paul  uses  to  condemn  Gays 
do  not  apply  to  Gays  at  all,  although  Warren 
Johansson  has  documented  in  his  “Ex  Parte 
Themis:  The  Historical  Guilt  of  the  Christian 
Church”  (printed  in  the  Gay  Academic  Union’s 
Homosexuality,  Intolerance  and  Christianity ) 
that  malakoi  was  used  to  mean  passive  or  insertee 
role  Gays  in  Cratinus’  (520-423  B.C.)  play  “oi 
Malakoi”  and  that  arsenochoitai  was  translated 
as  meaning  active  or  inserter  role  Gays  in  very 
early  translations  of  the  Greek  New  Testament 
such  as  the  Latin,  Syriac  and  Coptic  translations. 

And  while  the  right  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jews  to 
affirm  their  ethnic  identity  with  pride  should  be 
defended,  any  Gay  or  Lesbian  who  clings  to  the 
Jewish  religion  is  oppressing  himself  or  herself 
almost  as  much  as  any  Gay  or  Lesbian  Christian. 

And  many  Gay  and  Lesbian  leftists  are  also 
subject  to  the  vice  of  clinging  to  straight  institu¬ 
tions  that  oppress  us,  continuing  to  support  the 
Cubans,  Palestinians  and  Iranians  no  matter  how 
much  they  oppress  us.  A  brigade  of  Gays  and  Les¬ 
bians  left  Minneapolis  for  Nicaragua  last  year  to 
help  with  the  coffee  harvest  despite  the  fact  that 
the  Nicaraguan  government  would  not  permit 
them  to  come  as  open  Gays  and  Lesbians. 

We  will  also  have  to  stop  dumping  on  minor¬ 
ities  within  our  own  communities,  such  as  those 
involved  in  cross  generational  relationships, 
sadomasochists,  transvestites,  transsexuals  and 
those  involved  in  prostitution  and  other  parts  of 
the  sex  industry,  in  order  to  be  respectable  to 
heterosexuals. 

Gays  and  Lesbians  will  have  to  become  more 
militant,  prepare  for  a  sustained  fight  and  stop 
loving  the  institutions  of  our  enemy  if  we  ever 
want  to  win  our  freeedom. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  Halfhill 
Minneapolis,  MN 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  Letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACED  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Will  the  Real 


Class 


of  ’66  Please 

By  Jo-Ellen  Yale 


Stand  Up? 


The  beauty  of  New  York  State  was  sudden!  Green  rolling  hills  accompanied  by  a  strong 
mountain  background  slipped  with  me  into  a  time-forgotten  village  in  southwestern  New 
York.  My  optimism  filled  the  car.  I  was  here  to  attend  my  twentieth  college  reunion.  The 
small  campus  was  even  more  attractive  than  I  remembered .  New  blended  with  old  to  provide 
a  stunning  backdrop  to  a  1940’s  campus  musical  even  on  an  overcast  day.  I  drove  around  for 
several  minutes  to  quiet  my  shaking  hands  and  prevent  hyperventilation  before  I  took  the  in¬ 
evitable  plunge  into  the  past. 

Within  a  few  hours  I  had  reacquainted  myself  with  several  of  my  returning  classmates.  I 
met  a  few  husbands,  children  and  life  stories.  I  spoke  of  work,  health  and  the  joys  of  living 
in  New  Hampshire.  I  was  animated,  expressive  and  a  total  fraud.  It  began  to  feel  similar  to 
sorority  rush  of  the  early  sixties.  I  even  got  an  appropriate  response  to  my  manic  pose.  They 
liked  me!  But  1  did  not  tell  the  truth  of  my  life. 

I  performed.  1  returned  to  a  time  two  decades  ago  during  which  I  felt  1  had  no  choice 
but  to  put  on  the  make-up  and  play  the  clown.  It  was  imperative  that  I  mask  the  pain  behind 
the  painted  smile.  It  was  a  survival  skill  well-learned  during  the  years  of  panty-raids  and 
fraternity  parties.  Now  it  is  1986  and  I  have  tempered  that  pain.  I  long-ago  faced  the  fear 
within  me  and  stared  it  down.  It  is  only  present  in  residuals,  past  debts  from  a  time  of  limited 
choices.  It  is  no  longer  a  valid  part  of  my  life. 

Yet,  last  weekend  I  did  have  a  choice!  For  over  ten  years  I  have  chosen  to  live  as  an  open 
lesbian-feminist,  struggling  with  my  own  shadows,  fighting  the  heterosexist  establishment.  I 
have  often  taken  risks  personally,  professionally  and  socially  in  the  name  of  gay  pride.  I  live 
an  honest,  congruent  existence.  So,  why  couldn’t  I  tell  the  truth  of  my  life  to  those  women 
who  were  there  in  the  beginning?  The  old  fears  haunted  me.  They  followed  me  across  the 
leafy  campus,  into  the  dorm,  over  to  the  campus  center,  on  my  walk  to  the  gym.  The  outsider 
role  I  fashioned  for  myself  over  twenty  years  before  slipped  on  my  back  as  easily  as  a  silk 
kimono  —  and  clung  as  tightly. 

Each  evening,  a  few  women  threw  a  secret  into  the  pot.  Abortion,  insecurity, 


Community 

alternative  mental 
health 

Dear  GCN : 

For  the  past  twelve  years,  the  Elizabeth  Stone 
House  has  been  providing  alternative  mental 
health  services  to  women.  Several  characteristics 
set  us  apart  from  traditional  mental  health  organ¬ 
izations.  Our  low-cost  fee  makes  us  affordable  to 
all  women.  We  are  also  unique  in  that  we  are  the 
only  program  of  its  kind  that  lets  women  in  emo¬ 
tional  distress  keep  their  children  with  them.  Our 
approach  to  mental  health  is  based  on  creating  a 
theraputic  community  where  women  can  receive 
support  from  one  another.  Advocacy  at  Stone 
House  is  geared  towards  fostering  self- 
motivation  and  independence. 

Unlike  many  other  mental  health  programs,  we 
recognize  that  social  factors  such  as  sexism  and 
poverty  lead  to  emotional  distress  in  women.  We 
have  also  long  held  that  racism,  homophobia  and 
heterosexism  cause  profound  psychological  suf¬ 
fering  for  women.  We  would  like  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  to  know  that  we  have  a  serious  commit¬ 
ment  to  making  Stone  House  a  safe  place  for  les¬ 
bians.  We  do  this  by  confronting  homphobic 
behavior  immediately  and  making  it  clear  that  it  is 
totally  unacceptable  at  Stone  House.  We  are  also 
involved  in  an  on-going  process  of  training  and 
education  for  ourselves. 

We  also  have  a  battered  women’s  component  at 
Stone  House  which  provides  safety  and  emergen¬ 
cy  support  to  all  women  who  are  victims  of 
violence,  including  battered  lesbians.  It  is  often 
difficult  for  us  to  admit  that  women  can  be 
violent  towards  other  women,  but  lesbian  batter¬ 
ing  does  exist  and  needs  to  be  confronted  openly. 
The  Stone  House  program  is  able  to  provide  a  gen¬ 
uinely  supportive  environment  to  lesbians  who 
are  in  violent  relationships.  We  would  like  bat¬ 
tered  lesbians  to  know  we  are  there  for  you  and  to 
encourage  you  to  reach  out  for  help. 

The  Elizabeth  Stone  House  Community 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 


we  have  to  trust 
ourselves 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  currently  doing  time  and  I  sense  one  prob¬ 
lem  area  that  we  all  face  in  prison  and  in  the  free 
world :  a  lack  of  trust  and  communication .  Why  is 
it  so  hard  for  people  to  approach  each  other  in  be¬ 
ing  friends?  1  know  someone  here  in  prison  but 
we  have  never  talked.  1  do  find  him  attractive  but 
all  we  ever  had  is  eye  contact.  I  get  disgusted  at 
him  for  not  talking  to  me  as  well  as  myself  for  not 
approaching  him  for  friendship.  I  have  even  seen 
this  topic  on  the  street.  Sex  is  okay,  but  friendship 
is  important  too. 

Some  people  feel  they  have  to  trust  the  other 
person  first.  This  is  not  true.  It’s  the  other  way 
around:  we  need  to  trust  ourselves  in  what  we 
feel.  We  all  need  to  take  risks,  no  matter  how 
hard  it  may  seem.  But  once  we  start  doing  this,  it 
becomes  easier  in  communication. 

Shy  and  interested  (and  still  working  on  trusting 
myself), 

A  prisoner 
Nebraska 


Voices - 

m.b.l.:  ultimately 
superficial 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  Chris  Sullivan’s  reac¬ 
tion  to  my  letter  criticizing  My  Beautiful 
Launderette.  I  did  indeed  state  what  I  thought  a 
“good”  movie  was  by  naming  two  of  them: 
Desert  Hearts  and  Parting  Glances.  Daniel  Lewis’ 
tongue  not  withstanding,  MBL  is  self-consciously 
arty,  very  thin  on  plot  coherence  and  ultimately 
superficial  in  it’s  treatment  of  racial  tensions. 

I  don’t  apologize  for  my  opinion,  but  1  will  ad¬ 
mit  that  a  few  of  my  friends  were  dismayed  when 
I  told  them  what  I  thought  about  MBL.  So, 
Chris,  you  aren’t  alone.  But,  please  pay  attention 
to  what  you  are  reading,  next  time.  Writing  re¬ 
plies  are  not  nearly  as  much  fun  as  it  was  to  write 
the  original  letter. 

Sincerely  (the 
last  letter  by), 

Kelly  R. 

Mountain  View,  CA 

woo’s  complaint:  a 
solid  case? 

Dear  GCN: 

Merle  Woo’s  new  complaint  against  UC 
Berkeley  looks  like  a  poor  choice  for  support 
from  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  (GCN,  Sept. 
7-13). 

In  today’s  academic  job  market,  there  are 
literally  dozens  of  well-qualified  young  Ph.D.s 
for  every  position.  No  university,  including  UC 
Berkeley,  can  remotely  afford  to  give  them  all 
secure,  well-paying  jobs.  Even  the  appointment 
to  temporary  lectureships  is  competitive. 

The  basic  charge  that  temporary  lectureships 
create  a  “revolving  door”  academic  underclass  is 
exactly  the  opposite  of  what  happens.  These  ap¬ 
pointments  give  young  scholars  an  extended 
chance  to  build  teaching  experience  while  they 
wait  for  new  long-term  job  openings.  Then  it’s  up 
or  out,  the  same  demanding  situation  as  for  assis¬ 
tant  professors  working  for  tenure. 

There  are  two  alternatives  to  this  situation.  One 
is  to  make  the  lectureships  open-ended,  if  not  per¬ 
manent.  This  really  would  create  an  underclass  of 
teachers  who  spent  most  of  their  careers  in  the 
lowest  category.  If  Merle  Woo  won  her  grievance, 
this  would  be  the  most  likely  future  course. 

The  other  would  be  to  trade  in  the  funding  for 
lectureships  in  favor  of  a  much  smaller  number  of 
tenure-track  jobs.  This  would  still  fail  to  provide 
anywhere  near  as  many  openings  as  there  are 
qualified  candidates.  It  would  also  sacrifice  the 
extended  time  span  in  which  young  scholars  can 
develop  their  job  qualifications. 

It  is  statistically  unlikely  that  any  temporary 
lecturer,  however  well  qualified,  will  be  reap¬ 
pointed  a  first  time  let  alone  a  second.  Merle  Woo 
would  have  a  solid  case  only  if  she  could  demon¬ 
strate  a  clear  statistical  pattern  of  racial,  sexual  or 
other  political  preference  in  the  retention  versus 
non-renewal  of  temporary  appointees. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  conviction  without  trial  to  say 
that  she  was  “fired,”  as  you  did  in  your  headline 
(the  body  of  the  article  was  ok). 

Sincerely  yours, 

Jeffrey  Ruda 
Davis,  CA 


vulnerability  were  stirred  around  as  we  discussed  our  lives.  As  the  words  tripped  over  their 
lips  in  a  frantic  need  to  escape,  I  built  a  wall  of  silence  so  high  and  so  thick  that  the  thought 
of  scaling  it  made  me  dizzy.  Several  years  ago  1  tore  down  that  carefully  constructed  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  truth.  I  have  now  hastily  reconstructed  and  fortified  the  barrier  for  this  event.  I 
returned  to  the  proverbial  closet .  This  unfamiliar  place  was  a  remnant  of  the  dark  ages  of  the 
early  sixties.  I  choked  on  the  layers  of  dust  kicked  up  by  failing  nerves  but  still  I  could  not 
speak  the  words.  I  could  not  remove  the  stubborn  lump  in  my  throat.  I  could  not  share  the 
most  significant  facts  of  my  life. 

I  live  with  my  lover  whose  name  I  could  not  mention.  She  is  the  core  around  which  my 
life  evolves.  She  also  shares  my  need  to  live  an  open,  honest,  confrontive  lifestyle.  Together 
we  operate  a  consultation  service  on  gay  issues.  Together  we  beat  the  drums  of  oppression. 
We  fight  constantly  to  survive  in  a  heterosexist  world.  We  have  suffered  our  share  of  the  in¬ 
dignity  of  a  closeted  life,  unwillingly  forced  to  bear  the  ignorance  of  an  unsuspecting  public. 
I  know  better!  My  entire  adult  life  has  been  spent  pulling  and  pushing  individuals  and 
groups  out  of  the  closets  and  into  the  streets. 

So,  why  did  1  not  tell  the  truth  of  my  life?  Why  did  I  not  shout  proudly  from  the  win¬ 
dows  of  my  freshman  dorm  (where  I  spent  the  weekend)  that  I  lived  a  life  of  love,  joy  and  in¬ 
tegrity?  Why  did  I  allow  myself  to  be  shoved  back  into  that  closet  stuffed  with  oppressive 
memories.? 

I  am  disappointed  with  my  lack  of  action  —  the  way  I  contributed  to  my  own  invisibili¬ 
ty.  I  realize  it  had  been  the  first  time  in  several  years  that  I  inserted  myself  in  the  midst  of  a 
heterosexual  gathering,  a  group  of  very  old  friends  and  acquaintances  who  have  not  been 
privy  to  the  past  two  decades  of  change  in  my  life.  But  can  I  use  that  as  an  excuse?  Do  1  need 
an  excuse?  I  thought  I  could  waltz  into  my  past  and  make  it  right  by  telling  the  truth  of  my 
life.  It  never  occurred  to  me  that  this  proclamation  would  be  any  more  difficult  than  the 
dozens  of  times  I  have  done  it  before.  I  was  wrong! 

I  have  a  theory  though  it  may  not  fare  well  as  an  excuse.  When  I  walked  on  to  that 
idyllic  campus  I  was  in  some  strange  way,  returning  home.  When  adult  children  return  home 
after  several  years  they  often  revert  to  childhood  roles  in  relation  to  their  surroundings.  I 
behaved  in  a  similar  pattern.  I  reverted  to  a  closet  so  deep  that  I  could  not  find  my  way  to  the 
door.  I  returned  to  the  role  I  lived  twenty  years  before  on  that  very  campus,  in  those  same 
buildings,  among  those  very  same  people.  I  could  not  box  with  the  shadows.  They  loomed 
too  large  in  my  mind.  I  could  not  tell  the  truth  of  my  life. 

I  will  have  a  difficult  time  forgiving  myself  for  the  courage  I  failed  to  display  on  this  oc¬ 
casion.  I  psychologically  sabotaged  my  inner  self.  I  forfeited  my  emotional  rights.  I  also  will 
think  about  the  forces  outside  myself  that  still  would  not  give  me  permission  in  1986  to  have 
a  different  reality  than  my  peers.  Have  we  not  grown  at  all  since  1966  or  did  my  classmates 
don  their  individual  roles  as  easily  as  I  took  on  mine?  The  campus  is  very  much  like  our  lives. 
We  prop  up  the  old  and  build  the  new.  We  retain  the  skeleton  of  memory  but  embellish  it 
with  new  layers  of  experience  that  go  on  like  a  fresh  coat  of  paint.  My  walls  are  peeling  now, 
flaking  off  in  lavender  tears  that  melt  when  they  encounter  the  indifference  of  my  peers.  It  is 
still  not  emotionally  safe  for  open  homosexuals  to  rejoice  at  college  reunions. 

The  energy  expended  in  crawling  back  into  the  closet  after  all  these  years  was  much 
more  than  anyone  should  be  asked  to  contribute  to  her  alma  mater.  I  thought  perhaps  I 
needed  to  finish  something  that  began  on  that  campus  twenty  years  before.  I  wanted  to  com¬ 
plete  the  circle.  I  needed  to  finally  and  irrevocably  tell  the  truth  of  my  life.  Now,  I  must  ac¬ 
cept  living  with  a  broken  circle  and  that  is  ultimately  the  truth  of  all  our  lives. 

Jo-Ellen  Yale  is  a  lesbian  psychologist  living  in  a  state  of  positive  struggle  in  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire. 
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A  Drama  of  Trauma 

Cross-Cultural  Rape  Play  Short  on  Insight 


Make  It  Like  the  Movies.  By  Olive 
Crawford,  directed  by  Vincent 
Murphy.  Presented  by  Theater 
Works  at  the  Suffolk  University 
Theater  through  October  4. 

By  Mara  Math 

In  its  first  offering  of  the 
season,  Theater  Works,  which  de¬ 
fines  itself  as  a  theater  of  cultural 
and  humanistic  concerns,  presents 
a  commendably  ambitious  exam¬ 


ination  of  cross-cultural  rape. 
Unfortunately,  while  firm  answers 
cannot  be  expected,  not  nearly 
enough  questions  are  aksed. 

Arriving  for  a  visit  with  an  ex¬ 
patriate  college  chum  in  a  remote 
resort  somewhere  in  Latin  Am¬ 
erica,  Karen  (Susan  Baxtresser) 
orders  Perrier  and  announces  “I 
plan  to  do  nothing  I  don’t  want  to 
do.”  (It  is  to  Baxtresser’s  credit 
that  she  delivers  this  line  in  a  play 
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about  rape  without  reminding  one 
of  Burt  Reynolds  intoning  “There 
are  no  risks”  in  Deliverance.) 
Karen  quickly  sheds  her  slight 
primness,  bares  her  midriff  and 
begins  sleeping  with  a  Latin 
American  man.  Soon  after  being 
criticized  by  the  Latino  townspeo¬ 
ple  and  North  American  expat¬ 
riates  alike  for  treating  her  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Gabriel  “like  a  rela¬ 
tionship,”  Karen  is  raped  by  a 
man  from  town,  a  stranger  to  her. 

“Make  It  Like  the  Movies”  is 
strongest  in  depicting  the  irrev¬ 
ocable  sundering  of  Karen’s  life  in¬ 
to  B.R.  and  A.R.,  before  the  rape 
and  after  the  rape.  Although 
Karen  has  not  had  a  strongly- 
defined  self  prior  to  the  rape  —  her 
work  is  never  hinted  at  and  she  is 
comically  uncertain  as  to  whether 
she  loves  the  man  back  home  with 
whom  she  is  trying  to  have  a  baby 
—  the  shattering  of  her  normality 
is  still  powerful.  At  times  she 


thinks  of  the  rape  as  having  hap¬ 
pened  to  someone  else.  “That  per¬ 
son  has  a  feeling  she  has  no  feel¬ 
ings.”  She  forces  herself  to  go  to 
bed  with  a  new  man  to  prove  she’s 
still  capable  of  it  —  leaving  his  ad¬ 
dress,  phone  number  and  the  hour 
at  which  they  are  to  call  the  police 
if  she  hasn’t  returned.  She  holds 
her  piss  all  night  rather  than  get  up 
in  the  dark  to  go  to  the  bathroom. 


a  taken-for-granted  “next  time.” 
The  townspeople  are  ambivalent, 
torn  between  protecting  their  own 
and  sympathizing  with  Karen.  The 
repellent  Norte  Americano  expat¬ 
riates,  who  have  been  raping  the 
country  economically,  mouth  rac¬ 
ist  cliches  and  assure  themselves 
that  the  rape  was  a  mark  of  envy, 
the  act  of  a  Latino  using  “our 
women”  as  the  currency  of 


Karen  apparently  does  not 
have  a  political  bone  in  her  body , 
and  so,  having  no  consciousness  of 
white  privilege,  has  no  white  guilt 
to  interfere  with  her  anger  at  the 
rapist . 


Gay  Community  News 

Advertising  Representative 

Immediate  part-time  openings-available  with  America’s  oldest  and  most 
respected  gay  and  lesbian  newsweekly.  High  commissions,  friendly 
organization,  leads  supplied.  Persons  needed  in  all  major  cities,  especially 
New  York,  Boston,  San  Francisco,  Washington,  and  Chicago. 

Call  Advertising  Manager  at  617/426-4469  or  write  to 
GCN  Advertising,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Psychotherapy  & 
Hypnosis 

•  Stress  •  Anxiety 

•  Depression  •  Shyness 

•  Moritd  Conflict  •  (onlktence 

Marlin  Grossack. 
PHD 

INSTITUTE  for 
Rational  Li'  ing, 
Brookline 
Blue  Shield  Accepted 

Cali  734-0623 


And  in  one  of  the  most  moving 
moments  in  the  play,  she  is  briefly 
transported  by  the  lyrical  descrip¬ 
tion  of  an  upcoming  fiesta,  only  to 
face  the  stark  realization  that  she 
will  not  be  at  ease  —  there  or  any¬ 
where  —  in  the  world. 

It  is  where  it  should  be  most 
original  that  the  play  is  weakest,  in 
the  cross-cultural  arena.  For  no 
reason  ever  supplied,  Karen  agrees 
to  let  the  situation  be  handled  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  village  custom.  In  a 
chilling  interview,  the  police 
representative  insists  on  reducing 
the  incident  to  economic  loss  and 
gives  Karen  tips  on  how  to  handle 


revenge. 

Karen  apparently  does  not  have 
a  political  bone  in  her  body,  and 
so,  having  no  consciousness  of 
white  privilege,  has  no  white  guilt 
to  interfere  with  her  anger  at  the 
rapist.  That  anger  is  slow  in  com¬ 
ing.  She  reports  her  post-rape 
trauma  symptoms  in  a  tone  of  mild 
hysteria,  but  we  never  see  how,  or 
if,  she  finally  heals.  Nor  do  we  ever 
see  what  sense  she  makes  of 
“why”  she  was  raped:  because  she 
was  seen  as  loose  for  sleeping  with 
Gabriel?  (Why,  wasn’t  she  seen  as 
his  property?)  What  about  Gabriel 
Continued  on  page  12 


VA  CA  TION  ELA  TION 

— Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far- 


NEW  YORK 

COLONIAL  HOUSE 
INN 

Single:  $35.00 
Doubles:  $55.00 

Weekly  Rates  Upon  Request 
Continental  Breakfast 
Reservations  Suggested 
318  West  22nd  St.,  N.YX.  10011 
212-243-9669 


You  Must  Remember  This 

CASABLANCA 
GUESTS 

Reasonable  Kales  •  Ideal  location 


166  Commercial  Si. 
Provineelovvn,  Massachusetts 

For  Rcservalnns  Call: 

(617)  487-0859 


'|^iie£| 

Women-Owned  &  Operated 
GUESTHOUSE 


18  Pearl  Street,  Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617-487-2210 


We 

cffighlands  Ton 
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P.O.  Box  1 1 8G 
Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem.  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

% 

Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’re  celebrating  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  with  all  the  trimmings.  Our  cross-country 
ski  trails  and  hot  tub  are  ready  for  your  winter  vacation. 
Great  downhill  skiing  nearby.  Come  experience  a  winter 
wonderland. 


Gremme 

Rrmi 


RFD  Box  2260,  East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

Fall  is  magical  in  Vermont. 

Our  secluded  acreage  offers 
magestic  views  and  serenity. 

Daily  trail  rides  through  dazzling  . 
color.  Newly  expanded  gracious 
accommodations. 

FALL  FOLIAGE  BEGINS  MID  SEPT. 


WOMFN-ONIY  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TY  &  Coffee 
Hot  T ub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 

Ga briel's 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 


THE  SHANK  PAINTER  “INN  TOWN’’ 

One  Shank  Painter  Road 
and 

THE  HOLIDAY  SHORES 

Rte.  6 A  Beachpoint 
LESBIAN  OWNED  &  MANAGED 
Provincetown:  Especially  for  Women,  Privacy,  Parking,  Pool,  Beach  ...Complimentary 
Continental... Lowest  Prices  Too!  Credit  Cards  Accepted. 
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(617)487-9175  RESERVATIONS  REQUIRED  ^  P.O.  614  P’TOWN,  MA  02657 


(Eanterburg 
Sc  ^Breakfast 

Route  1A,  York  Harbor, 
Maine  03911 
(207)363-3505 
Canterbury  House  awaits 
your  arrival. 
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William 
Petrie  Mattraw 

By  Joseph  F.  Germono 
BOSTON  —  William  Petrie 
Mattraw,  known  to  most  of  his 
friends  as  “Matt,”  passed 
away  on  July  20,  after  11 
months  of  living  with  AIDS. 

Matt  was  bom  on  June  27, 

1948,  in  Ithaca,  New  York. 

Since  childhood,  Matt  loved 
old  architecture  and  was 
naturally  gifted  in  art.  He 
received  an  undergraduate  de¬ 
gree  in  Design  from  San  Jose 
State  College. 


Matt  was  a  major  impetus  in 
the  Boston  area  for  revitalizing 
the  lost  art  of  stenciling.  He 
was  an  artist  as  well  as  a  skilled 


None? 


Ftre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  with  a  safe,  effective 
way  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 


800-633-6969 


ANNOUNCING  WEEKEND  WORKSHOPS  IN 

Sacred  Counseling 

Combines  a  process  of  emotional 
clearing  and  universal  attunement 


PUNCH,  PIZZAZZ, 
SMASHING  NEW 
MATERIAL!” 

—Joyce  Kulhawik, 
WBZ-TV 

“FABULOUS.  .  .WELL 
WORTH  A  SECOND 
VISIT!  GET  THEE  TO 
THIS  PARODY!” 

—Lisa  Karlin, “WCVB-TV 

“A  WICKED  DELIGHT! 

—Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 

357-8384 


craftsman  from  the  creation  of 
his  “canvas”  to  the  finishing  of 
meticulous  detail. 

For  several  years  he  worked 
winters  in  San  Francisco  and 
springs  in  Boston.  In  the  fall  of 
1983,  he  took  up  permanent 
residency  in  Boston.  The 
September  6,  1984,  issue  of  the 
South  End  News  spotlighted 
Matt,  whose  art  continues  to  be 
on  display  in  Boston  at  the 
Ideal  Restaurant,  Ragtime  An¬ 
tiques,  and  Forever  Flamingo 
and  High  Society.  His  commis¬ 
sioned  works  were  also  exten¬ 
sive,  with  the  majority  appear¬ 
ing  in  private  homes  in  Greater 
Boston  and  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area. 

The  love  Matt  felt  for  his  art 
was  consistently  present  in  his 
friendships.  He  was  more  con¬ 
cerned  about  taking  care  of 
others  than  looking  out  for 
himself.  Having  just  turned  38, 
his  passing  on  has  been  a  great 
loss  to  family  and  friends. 

Matt  is  survived  by  his 
mother,  Afra,  of  Ojai,  Califor¬ 
nia;  one  sister,  Alice,  of 
California;  two  brothers, 
Frank,  of  California,  and  Hal, 
of  Virginia;  and  by  his  loving 
friend,  Joseph  Germono,  of 
Boston. 


Sept.  5,6,  &  7  Spring  Hill  in  Ashby,  MA 
Oct.  17,  18,  &  19  Cooper  Hill  in  East  Dover,  VT 

For  more  information  call  (603)  239-6555 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Depression 

Serving  the  community  since  1976. 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in  detail, 
and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward  specific 
goals 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 

Boston _  Danvers  Cambridge 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St.  Sl^BrattleSt. 
262-9166  774-0142 

nr.  Arlington  T  stop 

Specializing  in  short-term, 
problem-focused  therapy. 


bo 
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JlCaryarei  D1C.  J3apre 

insurance  Agency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


The  Boston  Women's  Fund  presents: 

Robin  Tyler 

"A  Humorous  Look  at  the  History  of  Comedy" 

Thursday,  October  9,  1986 
8:00  PM 

First  Church  in  Cambridge 
11  Garden  St.,  Harvard  Square 
$7.00 


Tickets  available  at:  Strawberries  Records  and  Tapes  (all  locations),  New  Words  Bookstore,  Glad  Day 

Bookstore,  Boston  Women’s  Fund. 

Proceeds  go  to  benefit  the  Boston  Women's  Fund's  fall  grants  cycle. 

For  more  information,  call  542-5955  


healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 
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Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S,  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT 
STARTS  FRI.  SEPT  26 


USA  Cinemas 

COPLEY  PLACE 

266  1300 


“Brooding, sensual, pagan  in 

the  extreme”  -Edward  Behr,  NEWSWEEK 
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Learning  to  Ask  for  Help  j  ■ 

Dykes  Discuss  Disability 


Debra  Connors,  co-editor.  With  the  Power  of  Each  Breath 


By  Carrie  Dearborn 

Debra  Connors  co-edited  the  book  With  the  Power 
of  Each  Breath,  a  disabled  women's  anthology  (Cleis 
Press,  1 985).  She  and  I  met  in  Boston  in  the  summer  of 
1985  to  tape  an  interview  for  GCN.  We  began  discussing 
the  process  of  editing  the  book,  then  moved  on  to  talk 
about  disability  issues  generally  and  accessibility  in  the 
gay/lesbian  community  specifically. 

It  took  six  months  to  get  the  tapes  of  this  interview 
transcribed,  then  about  six  months  more  to  edit  that 
transcript  down  to  a  finished  manuscript.  In  that  year, 
I've  learned  more  about  disability  issues  and  what  seem¬ 
ed  new  to  me  then  seems  more  familiar  now.  This  inter¬ 
view  covers  subjects  all  the  way  from  issues  for  the 
newly-disabled  to  those  concerning  people  disabled 
from  birth. 

It  it  does  get  lopsided,  it  is  because  we  are  both 
"newly"  disabled  lesbians,  although  both  of  us  have 
been  disabled  for  years  and  are  hardly  new  to  it.  Debra 
has  lost  much  of  her  sight  from  diabetes  and  I'm  a 
wheelchair-user  after  a  stroke. 

One  question  which  was  not  transcribed  due  to 
technical  problems  had  to  do  with  the  economics  of  be¬ 
ing  a  disabled  woman.  That's  a  loaded  question.  Anyone 
wanting  to  know  more  about  it  should  read  Debra  Con¬ 
nors'  essay  "Disability,  Sexism  and  the  Social  Order,"  in 
With  the  Power  of  Each  Breath.  My  question  to  her  had 
to  do  with  poor  women.  She  laughed  and  said  that  if  you 
are  disabled,  you  are  probably  poor. 

This  is  very  true.  The  government  describes  disabled 
people  as  being  unemployable.  Many  disabled  people 
are  on  welfare  or  social  security,  and  thus  are  poor.  If  any 
of  us  happens  to  work,  the  expense  of  being  disabled  can 
take  up  all  our  income. 

Debra,  Jil  Clark  and  I  met  at  the  fairly  inaccessible 
GCN  offices  on  a  very  hot  day. 

Carrie:  When  you  chose  who  would  be  in  the  book,  I 
know  that  you  wanted  people  who  were  from  different 
classes  and  races,  from  cities  and  from  rural  parts  of  the 
country.  Was  there  a  policy  on  age  or  lesbians ? 

Debra:  At  one  point  we  did  a  lot  of  specific  outreach  to 
third  world  and  rural  women.  I  think  we  just  assumed 
there  would  be  quite  a  few  lesbians  in  the  book.  It  turned 
out  that  probably  half  the  contributions  we  received 
were  from  lesbians. 

Carrie:  In  your  introduction,  you  said  that  you  wanted  to 
discuss  more  on  sexuality  and  spirituality,  but  there 
weren't  enough  contributions. 

Debra:  Part  of  that  is  true,  part  is  not.  We  had  a  lot  of 
contributions  that  were  about  spirituality.  Mostly  they 
would  fall  into  sort  of  a  wide-spectrum  of  Christianity, 
and  we  felt  that  there  wasn't  enough  diversity.  We  had 
very  little  on  sexuality. 

Carrie:  There  is  so  little  on  disabled  lesbians. 

Debra:  That's  true.  I  took  a  course  on  disability  and  sex¬ 
uality,  and  most  of  the  information  was  about 
heterosexual  men.  There  was  little  about  lesbians.  I'm 
afraid  our  book  doesn't  help  that  much. 

Carrie:  One  of  the  biggest  issues  for  me  has  been  coming 
out  as  a  disabled  person. 

Debra:  I  think  for  me  it  was  [too],  I  think  some  of  my 
isolation  came  from  [my  fear  that]  I'd  be  unacceptable 
to  people.  I  wasn't  very  acceptable  to  myself  at  the  time 
[when  I  was  losing  my  sight],  I  was  afraid  of  being  re¬ 
jected,  so  I  just  stayed  real  isolated.  As  I  began  to  meet 
other  disabled  people,  I  met  lots  of  people  who  were 
very  acceptable  to  me.  I  started  to  feel  better  about 
myself.  I  think  that  also  came  along  with  the  medical 
rigmarole  slowing  down.  Then  came  self-acceptance. 

For  a  while  I  thought  I  didn't  have  any  disability 
issues. Then  I  decided  to  go  back  to  school.  The  first  day, 
my  sociology  teacher  asked  to  see  me  after  class.  She 
had  been  sent  a  note  from  the  disabled  student  services 
stating  that  I  was  officially  impaired  and  that  she  might 
ask  me  what,  if  any,  special  provisions  I  needed. 

Instead  of  doing  that,  she  came  up  to  me  and  said, 

"I  would  like  to  suggest  that  you  take  this  class  on  a 
credit/no  credit  basis  in  lieu  of  a  letter  grade."  I  asked 
why.  She  said,  "There's  too  much  reading  in  here. 
You'll  never  be  able  to  keep  up." 

Well,  that  was  my  first  day  back  in  school.  I  was 
crushed!  To  have  this  teacher  say  this  made  me  furious. 
Isaid,  "I'll  not  only  stay  in  your  class,  I'll  get  an  A."  I  was 
sure  she  was  going  to  find  some  reason  not  to  give  me 
the  A  I  wanted,  so  I  worked  far  too  hard. 

I  sometimes  feel  my  disability  betrays  my  sense  of 
myself  as  a  strong  woman.  If  there's  a  leak  in  the  roof,  I 
want  to  be  able  to  get  up  there  and  fix  it.  And  in  recent 
years  I  don  t  trust  my  vision  enough.  My  sense  of  the 
sort  of  risks  I'm  willing  to  take  is  less  than  it  used  to  be, 


and  part  of  what  I  associate  with  being  a  strong  person, 
is  wanting  to  take  risks. 

Disabled  women  are  seen  as  asexual.  Disabled  men 
are  sometimes  seen  as  effeminate.  To  be  incapable  of 
doing  something  for  yourself  means,  in  this  society,  to 
be  weak.  To  be  weak  means  to  be  female,  feminine.  I 
don  t  want  those  traditionally  feminine  characteristics 
associated  with  me. 

I  used  to  do  some  very  crazy  things.  Things  like 
hardly  being  able  to  see  and  riding  a  bicycle  —  on  a 
country  road,  with  few  cars,  and  I  could  hear  the  cars. 
But  it  was  so  important  for  me  to  be  in  motion.  It  was  a 
way  to  challenge  my  limits.  If  I  allowed  what  I  had 
learned  about  disabled  people  to  be  sort  of  a  guideline 
for  establishing  my  own  limits,  I  suppose  I  would  have 
spent  the  rest  of  my  life  in  a  rocking  chair,  crocheting.  I 
needed  to  test  them  —  sometimes  I  guess  I  went  a  little 
too  far. 

I  grew  up  in  an  able-bodied  society;  I  had  never  met 
anyone  who  couldn't  see.  I  imagine,  because  I  grew  up 
in  the  50s  and  '60s,  they  were  all  in  institutions  or  quiet¬ 
ly  kept  at  home  out  of  view  of  people  who  might  be  of¬ 
fended.  So  I  just  didn't  have  any  sense  of  how  I  could 
operate  in  the  world  without  seeing. 

It  wasn't  really  until  I  was  losing  my  sight  quite 
rapidly  that  I  began  to  think  of  myself  as  a  disabled  per¬ 
son.  I  actually  hated  that  label  at  first.  I  felt  like  "dis¬ 
abled  —  i.e.,  "invalidated,"  etc.  But  it's  probably  the 
most  accurate  way  to  describe  the  social  position  we're 
cast  into. 

When  I  first  started  dealing  with  these  issues  —  the 
first  thing  that  crossed  my  mind  was  suicide.  I  had 
worked  with  people  who  lived  in  an  institution  where 
there  wasn't  much  education  going  on,  and  who  never 
learned  how  to  be  self-sufficient.  I  imagined  I  would 
have  to  be  guided  to  the  bathroom;  that  I  would  never 
learn  how  to  cook  for  myself.  I  just  couldn't  imagine 
what  life  would  be  like  without  being  able  to  see. 

I  quickly  abandoned  my  initial  suicide  ideas  when  I 
met  Nancy  Stern,  one  of  my  co-editors  on  With  the 
Power.  I  saw  that  she  lived  a  full,  rich,  wonderful  life  - 
and  I  wanted  to  be  just  like  her.  We  would  go  to  parties, 
and  Nancy  would  be  dancing  and  wasn't  afraid  to 
move,  afraid  to  take  up  too  much  space,  afraid  of 
knocking  something  over. 

Gradually  over  the  first  year  that  I  knew  her,  she 
taught  me  lots  of  different  ways  to  cope  with  not  being 
able  to  see.  I  learned  to  cook  without  vision.  It  was  at 


that  time  that  I  was  taking  Braille  lessons.  The  more  I 
learned  to  live  without  vision,  the  easier  life  became. 

One  of  my  major  concerns  at  that  time  was  money. 

I  didn't  have  any  health  insurance,  and  T  didn't  have  a 
thousand  dollars  a  week  for  laser  treatments  either.. So  I 
saw  a  doctor  who  didn't  charge  for  a  good  long  while. 
But  I  also  spent  most  of  those  first  couple  of  years  in  doc¬ 
tors'  offices,  or  getting  to  one. 

I  felt  very  alone.  I  didn't  have  any  friends,  and  I  was 
either  running  to  the  doctor  or  being  in  pain  most  of  the 
time.  It  was  hard  for  me  to  get  out  of  the  house  to  make 
friends.  I  was  afraid  that  peple  wouldn't  like  me  because 
I  couldn't  see,  or  that  people  would  laugh  at  me.  For  as 
isolated  as  being  a  new  person  in  the  city  was,  [being 
disabled]  only  made  it  worse.  So  anyway,  once  things 
stabilized,  and  I  got  back  in  school  and  was  doing 
something  besides  going  to  the  doctor,  I  started  meeting 
other  disabled  lesbians. 

Carrie:  I  find  that  one  of  the  most  fascinating  subjects  is 
dealing  with  attendants.  It's  a  human  issue,  and  thereLare 
so  many  choices.  Like  to  have  a  male  or  female  PCA  (per¬ 
sonal  care  attendant),  to  have  a  live-in  or  not,  agayorriot 
a  gay,  a  different  race  than  your  own .... 

Debra:  It  seems  to  me  that  disabled  children  should 
learn  how  to  work  with  attendants  in  ways  that  most  I 
people  learn  to  care  for  themselves.  That's  a  part  of  I 
what  growing  up  is  about.  If  caring  for  yourself  means  t 
that  you  have  to  learn  how  to  ask  people  to  do  certain 
things  for  you,  that  you  need  to  learn  what  your  needs 
are  and  how  to  ask  for  them,  then  that's  learning  how  to 
take  care  of  yourself. 

Then  there  are  all  the  issues  of  intimacy  and  vulner¬ 
ability.  When  you  work  with  an  attendant,  you  don't 
have  any  choice  about  how  much  of  yourself  you  want 
to  expose. 

There's  an  irrational  stigma  attached  to  being  de¬ 
pendent  in  this  society.  As  humans,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  an  independent  person.  We're  always  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  people  who  taught  us  how  to  wash  our  hair 
and  brush  our  teeth.  I  don't  know  too  many  people  who 
built  their  own  home,  yet  no  one  feels  dependent  on  y 
the  contractors  who  built  them,  because  the„owners  ^ 
paid  for  it.  There  are  people  in  the  world  wlio  have  ‘ 
those  skills  and  those  who  don't.  But  the  skills  the  ( 
dependents  have  aren't  recognized,  and  we  are  taoght 
that  we  ought  to  do  everything  for  ourselves. 

Women  seem  to  be  taught  this  more  than  men. 
Men  expect  somebody  to  do  their  laundry  for  them. 
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Women  feel  bad  when  they  can't  [do  their  own], 

I  Carrie:  One  of  the  topics  of  conversation  in  disabled  les¬ 
bian  groups  is  the  inaccessibility  of  the  gay  and  women 's 
communities. 

Debra:  Let's  face  it,  the  whole  world  is  still  inaccessible. 
More  than  any  other  aspect  of  my  life,  I  find  that  when  I 
do  go  to  social  events  in  the  lesbian  and  women's  and 
gay  communities,  they  tend  to  be  more  accessible.  I 
know  I  get  more  upset  with  the  lesbian  and  women's 


communities  because  those  are  my  communities.  I  ex¬ 
pect  the  world  not  to  care.  I  expect  my  communities  to 
care. 

We  have  spent  so  much  time  and  energy  educating 
this  community  as  to  what  our  needs  are,  and  you  still 
feel  like  you  are  talking  to  the  wall,  especially  when  you 
show  up  at  an  event  and  you  expect  that  it's  going  to  be 
accessible  and  it's  not. 

At  the  San  Francisco  gay  pride  parade,  they've 
started  hiring  a  disability  coordinator.  She's  cordoned 
off  aisles  to  the  front  of  the  stage,  gotten  runners  to  the 
merchant's  booths  and  food  lines,  parking  for  disabled 
people,  and  a  scent-free  disabled  viewing  area.  So  I 
think  the  lesbian  and  gay  and  women's  communities 
are  really  becoming  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of 
disabled  people.  I  wonder  if  this  has  to  do  with  AIDS? 

I've  been  watching  the  gay  men's  community  in 
San  Francisco  really  unite  to  try  to  turn  this  thing 
around.  The  community  is  becoming  more  responsive 
to  things  disabled  men  and  women  have  been  pro¬ 
testing  about  for  a  long  time  —  the  idea  that  beauty 
equals  health,  that  to  be  not  firm  of  body  is  to  be  a  weak 
human  being,  or  not  quite  human.  There  may  be  a 
bridge  between  the  lesbian  and  gay  communities 
around  these  issues. 

Carrie:  My  disability  group  was  just  discusisng  a  few 
weeks  ago  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  tend  to  be  very 
health  conscious ,  and  because  of  this  they  assume  you 
did  something  to  make  yourself  disabled  —  you  didn't 
do  something  right. 

Debra:  In  San  Francisco  and  Berkeley  there's  a  very 
large  alternative  health  movement  that  had  its  founding 
back  in  the  '60s.  So  there's  the  idea  that  if  you  don't  try 
every  kind  of  alternative  health  care,  then  it's  your  own 
fault  if  you  remain  not  well:  if  you  really  want  to  be 
healthy,  you  could  be.  I  hear  people  say  this  all  the  time. 

Carrie:  Does  this  happen  to  you ?  I'll  be  doing 
something,  minding  my  own  business,  and  somebody 
will  cross  the  street  and  say,  "What  happened ?"  Or 
worse  they'll  say,  "What  did  you  do  to  yourself?"  Some 
people  come  up  and  give  me  money!  It's  kind  of  funny, 
but  at  the  same  time,  just  because  I'm  in  a  chair  doesn't 
mean  I  want  or  need  money. 

Debra:  I  think  there  is  an  important  issue  here:  people 
assume  they  have  permission  to  invade  your  privacy. 
They  assume  you  don't  have  any  privacy,  or  you  don't 
need  any,  or  that  you  must  be  so  lonely  that  you  are 
willing  to  give  up  your  privacy.  I  don't  know  where  a  lot 
of  those  assumptions  come  from.  I  know  that  the  Social 


Security  Administration  feels  allowed  to  invade  my 
privacy  all  the  time,  wanting  to  know  how  much  money 
I  spend  on  everything.  I  think  children's  privacy  is  in¬ 
vaded  a  lot  in  this  society  too,  and  because  people  see 
us  as  childlike,  they  feel  we  don't  need  or  deserve  any 
privacy. 

[But]  I  don't  like  friends  to  feel  afraid  to  ask  me  what 
it's  like  to  live  with  a  chronic  illness.  It  makes  me  feel 
good  when  they  do  ask,  because  I  feel  like  it's  part  of  my 
life  that  isn't  as  boring  to  them  as  it  is  to  me.  It's  a  hard 
one  to  figure  out. 

Carrie:  I  still  get  incredibly  bored  telling  people  what 
happened.  And  everybody  always  asks. 

Debra:  It  tends  to  be  the  way  people  start  out  conversa¬ 
tions  with  me  too,  and  I  get  real  tired  of  it.  I  always  like 
to  do  it  in  the  beginning  and  just  get  it  over  with.  When  I 
was  a  child  I  didn't  tell  people  I'm  a  diabetic,  because  I 
was  so  ashamed. 

Carrie:  What  does  not  having  good  eyesight  do? 

Debra:  For  one  thing,  I  can't  drive  anymore.  I  also  have 
a  lot  of  arthritis  in  most  of  my  joints,  so  it's  hard  to  carry 
heavy  things.  I'm  often  asking  friends  for  help.  I  do  a  lot 
myself,  but  with  heavy  errands  I  sometimes  need  help.  I 
don't  like  to  go  out  in  the  dark,  after  having  been  mugg¬ 
ed  a  couple  of  times.  I  got  really  afraid  to  be  out  in  the 
streets  at  night  because  I  couldn't  see  who  was  around. 
And  I'm  less  willing  to  go  into  rougher  neighborhoods 
now  than  I  used  to  be.  I  usually  don't  let  not  being  able 
to  see  at  night  stop  me  from  getting  out  of  the  house. 

I  read  very  slowly,  and  being  a  graduate  student, 
doing  this  book  and  teaching,  it  means  I  spend  a  good 
amount  of  my  time  studying.  I  want  friends  to  be  under¬ 
standing  of  my  time  restrictions  —  and  teachers  too.  I've 
worked  with  wonderful  people  who  were  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  my  papers  a  day  late.  I  appreciate  that  and  I  don't 
consider  it  favoritism.  If  it  takes  me  five  times  longer  to 
read  than  it  does  other  students  then  I  feel  it's  within  my 
rights  to  have  whatever  extra  time  I  need.  And  most 
people  are  great  about  it. 

Socializing  can  be  difficult  —  I'm  pretty  dependent 
on  people  I  know  finding  me  in  a  crowd.  I  just  want  peo¬ 
ple  to  remember  that  I  may  not  see  them.  I  hurts  to  hear 
that  so-and-so  was  at  a  dance  and  didn't  come  say  hello 
to  me.  I  just  want  my  lack  of  vision  to  be  something  peo¬ 
ple  are  aware  of.  It  doesn't  take  much  to  come  over  and 
say  hello. 

Thanks  to  Rhonda  Eno,  Ann  Maguire  and  Maida  Tilchen  for 
their  work  transcribing  this  interview. 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

nLc 

DAViD  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830  Orleans/Bewster 

50  Congress  St.  Office  Park 

Boston,  MA  02109  E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 

,  255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 
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GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 

10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 

BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 
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MONTHLY  PAYMENTS* MONTHLY  PAYMENTS 
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MONTHLY  FAYMENTS*MONTHLY  PAYMENTS 
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HYUNDAI* 

HONDA  CIVIC 
HONDA  ACCORD 
VW  GOLF 
VW  JETT  A 
MAZDA  323 
MAZDA  626 
CHEVY  CHEVETTE 
CHEVY  NOVA 
CHEVY  CELEBRITY** 
CHEVY  CAMARO 
CHEVY  ASTRO 
CHEVY  S10  BLAZER 
OLDS  CIERA 
OLDS  CUTLASS 
PONTIAC  GRAND  AM 
PONTIAC  FIERO 
PLYMOUTH  VOYAGER 
PLYMOUTH  HORIZON 


OLDS  DELTA 
OLDS  98 
BUICK  ELECTRA 
CHEVY  Z28 
CHEVY  IROC 
CHEVY  CAPRICE 
JEEP  CHEROKEE 
JEEP  WAGONEER 
BUICK  LaSABRE 
CADILLAC  COUPE 
BMW  325 
AUDI  4000 
AUDI  5000 
NISSAN  MAXIMA 
NISSAN  0OOZX 
MAZDA  RX7 
HONDA  PRELUDE 
TOYOTA  CRESSIDA 
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LINCOLN  TOWN  CAR 
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CADILLAC  FLEETWOOD 
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BMW  524  TD 
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CHEVY  CORVETTE 
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SAAB  9000 
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VOLVO  740  TURBO 
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MERCEDES  100-16 
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PORSCHE  044  TURBO 
PORSCHE  911  COUPE 
PORSCHE  911  TARGA 
NISSAN  300  2X  TURBO 


BMW  7351 
BMW  L7 
BMW  635csl 
PORSCHE  CABRIOLET 
PORSCHE  TURBO 
PORSCHE  928S 
CHEVY  CORVETTE  CONV. 
JAGUAR  XJ6 

JAGUAR  XJ6  VANDEN  PLAS 
JAGUAR  XJS 
MERCEDES  300  SOL 
MERCEDES  420  SEL 
MERCEDES  560  SL 
MERCEDES  6608EL 
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2  OLIVER  STREET 
IN  THE  FINANCIAL  DIST. 

BOSTON 
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AZT  Availability 

Continued  from  page  1 


that  the  information  released  in 
the  study  was  reliable.  “They 
don’t  take  the  participants’  role  in 
the  study  into  account,”  he  said. 
“Whether  he’s  doing  alternative 
stuff,  other  drugs,  or  not  taking 
the  drug  given  to  him.”  This  per¬ 
son,  who  is  involved  in  a  protocol 
involving  AZT  and  a  placebo,  con¬ 
tinued,  “I  lied.  I  told  them  I  was 
taking  [the  drug  or  placebo 
dispensed.]  Whether  sugar  or  AZT 
I  didn’t  want  it  in  my  body.  I  felt  if 
I  told  them  [about  not  taking  the 
drug  or  placebo]  it  would  jeopar¬ 
dize  my  health  care  [at  the  hospital 
coordinating  the  research.]” 

Even  if  the  study’s  results  are 
reliable,  the  psychological  implica¬ 
tions  of  now  knowing  the  answers 
to  “who  [AZT]  is  going  to  help, 
who  is  able  to  get  it  and  when”  are 
very  great,  stated  Alan  Kuconis,  a 
Boston  member  of  the  National 
Association  for  People  with 
AIDS. “The  way  the  information 
was  released  set  up  a  sense  of  false 
hope.  I  don’t  know  who  to  blame 
—  the  federal  government,  Bur¬ 
roughs  Wellcome  or  the  medical 
community  [but]  everyone  should 
have  been  briefed  as  to  how  the 
system  was  going  to  be  set  up. 
There’s  enough  uncertainty  in 
people’s  life  as  it  is.” 

The  toll-free  number  has  not 
been  of  help,  added  Kuconis.  He 
questioned  whether  it  was  a  stall¬ 
ing  tactic,  “something  to  shut  peo- 


COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-2069 


Counseling  & 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022  IS 


GROUP  FOR  PARENTS 
OF  LESBIANS  AND  GAYS 


pie  up.”  “I  called  on  Friday  and 
requested  information  packets 
which  I  haven’t  received  [six  days 
later],”  he  said.  “I  question 
whether  they  exist.” 

“Whoever  wants  it  [AZT], 
should  get  it,”  said  Michael  Allen, 
a  bisexual  man  with  ARC  also  liv¬ 
ing  in  Boston.  Allen  stressed  that 
he  would  only  advise  people  to  try 
drugs  for  crisis  intervention.  He 
believes  nutrition,  meditation  and 
alternative  forms  of  healing  have 
been  most  beneficial  for  him. 
“I’ve  been  sick  for  three  and  one- 
half  years.  Over  the  last  year  I’ve 
been  feeling  real' strong.  I  just 
climbed  Mount  Washington.” 
Allen,  who  just  found  out  that  he 
was  being  given  placebos  in  the 
protocol  in  which  he  was  involved, 
has  not  been  taking  other  drugs, 
and  has  no  desire  to  obtain  AZT. 

Kuconis,  who  has  had  Kaposi’s 
sarcoma,  not  PCP,  is  also  leaning 
against  AZT.  “In  my  case  my  doc¬ 
tor  feels  I’ve  been  doing  better  on 
alpha  interferon  than  people  on 
AZT,”  he  said. 

Despite  problems  with  the  way 
in  which  the  information  about 
AZT  was  presented,  many  AIDS 


activists  believe  the  episode 
signifies  a  step  in  the  right  direc¬ 
tion.  “We  have  every  reason  to  be 
optimistic,”  said  Pat  Davidson  of 
the  AIDS  Action  Council.  “[AZT] 
is  the  first  drug  [for  AIDS  treat¬ 
ment]  that  appears  to  be  safe.” 
Davidson  did  express  concern  that 
it  might  take  “longer  than  we 
would  like”  for  AZT  to  be  avail¬ 
able  to  large  numbers  of  people. 

“From  what  I  hear,  a  relatively 
good  number  of  people  might  have 
access  [to  AZT],”  said  William 
Paul,  co-chair  of  the  national 
board  of  Mobilization  Against 
AIDS.  “I  am  concerned,”  he  add¬ 
ed,  “about  AZT  being  excluded 
from  people  with  Kaposi’s  sar¬ 
coma.  That’s  a  very  serious  pro¬ 
blem.” 

“It’s  a  good  start,”  concurred 
Tom  Mullins,  local  co-chair  of 
Mobilization  Against  AIDS  in  San 
Francisco.  “It’s  not  enough,  it’s 
just  a  beginning.  Many  other 
drugs  need  to  be  looked  into.  I 
hope  this  is  an  indication  that  the 
government  is  going  to  allow 
greater  research  into  various  areas 
of  treatment.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


South  End  Counseling  Associates 
Merrimack  Valley  Counseling  Associates 

welcome 

Carolyn  Corzine,  M.Ed.,  M.S.W. 

to  the  clinical  staff  at 
211  Broadway 
Methuen,  MA  01844 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


Led  by  Jean  Chapin  Smith, 
LICSW 

Straight  parent  of  gay  children 

For  support  and  sharing 
of  information  and  resources 


•  Ten  week  group  now 
forming 

•  Evening,  \-Vi  hours 

•  Private  setting  in 
Cambridge 

•  Insurance,  sliding  fee 
For  further  information,  call 

876-2113 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 

Janice  Plainer,  Barbara  J.  Macy 

Gerry  Azzata 

•Criminal  Defense 

•Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions 

•Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations 

•Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination 

•Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates 

•General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

•Condominium  Conversion 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 

2266  Market  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

617-266-0760 

415-626-4224 

9 - ® 

9  Studio  Classes  9 

9  for  Lesbian  Actors  ® 

9  9 

5  with  Susie  Chaneey  5 
®  and  Marty  Kingsbury  2 

9  9 

9  1 1  weeks  beginning  9/30  9 

^  sliding  scale  ^ 

a  call  876-9170  or  876-8819  q 
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538  70V 


$9.95  DINNER  SPECIAL 


•  Cup  of  Soup  or  Salad 

•  Entree  Plate 

•  Dessert 

•  Non-Alcoholic  Beverages 


let  is  Go  to  Brunch/' 


place 

32  RUTLAND  STREET 
BOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS  02118 

HOTLINE  267-9150 
COUNSELING 
DROP-IN  CENTER 


free 

supportive 

confidential 


•  Crisis  Intervention 

•  Alcohol  and  Drug 

•  Battering/Rape 

•  Suicide/Depression 

•  Homelessness 

•  Info/Referrals 


Place  is  seeking  volunteers.  Use  your 
experiences  as  tools  for  helping 
others.  We  provide  training,  supervi¬ 
sion,  and. a  supportive  community  in 
which  to  learn,  develop  and  practice 
counseling  skills.  Call  Place  at 
262-3740. 


Join  a  new  beginning  of 
woman-identified  ^^^^d$898 
music  with  labrys-7 

LA0RYS.  P.O.Box  174 

TURN  AR0UND^t7  Tolland ,  CT  06084 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 


It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  aU  these  weird  little 
things  about  it  Reggae  music  is 
blastmq  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetinqs  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it's  bard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge  J  8.  S  has  been  Boston's  hip 
[test  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years  it  s  also  been 
the  oest  Even  when  they  dtdn  t  know 
how  to  fix  everything  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up  So. 
over  the  years  Ihoy  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants  those  classics  of 
reliability  But  they  re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  mosl  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
The  Brinks  Job 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper  Best  ot  Boston  Fall.  1980) 


BODY  WORK  TOO 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 


One  Block  From  Mass  Ave  Busline 


267-0300 


A 
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(  Community 
l  Health  J 
' Center  y 

Women's  Health 

Our  new  women’s  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care  Peggy  Roberts,  M  D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 
He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


DESIGN 
PRINTING 

LET  US  HELP  ^  TYPESETTING 

YOU  PREPARE  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

RESUMES,  NEWSLETTERS, 

BROCHURES,  BOOKS,  TABLOIDS,  CAMPAIGN  LITERATURE, 
CONFERENCE  LITERATURE,  FORMS,  FLYERS,  MENUS,  RATE  CARDS, 
ANNUAL  REPORTS,  LETTERHEADS,  ENVELOPES,  BUSINESS  CARDS, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS,  ETC. 


Page  12  •  Gay  Community  News,  Sept.  28-Oct.  4,  1986 


Cross-Cultural  Rape  Play  Short  on  Insight 


“ Make  It  Like  the  Movies ” 
is  strongest  in  depicting  the 
irrevocable  sundering  of  Karen 's 
life  into  B.R.  and  A.R.,  before  the 
rape  and  after  the  rape. 


Continued  from  page  6 
anyway,  who  vanishes  from  the 
script  immediately  after  the  rape 
—  was  Karen  exploiting  him  for 
cheap  vacation  thrills  or  was  he  ex¬ 
ploiting  her?  If  it  was  serious,  what 
of  that  loss?  Was  the  rapist  preen¬ 
ing  himself,  a  la  Eldridge  Cleaver, 
on  striking  a  blow  against  racism, 
or  was  he  simply  taking  advantage 
of  female  vulnerability?  The  play¬ 
wright  must  have  had  reasons, 
other  than  just  “it  really  happened 
here,”  but  nothing  in  this  play  il¬ 
luminates  the  cross-cultural 
aspects  of  the  rape. 

An  autobiographical  “memory 
play,”  “Make  It”  is  less  a  kal¬ 
eidoscopic  assemblage  of  memory 


shards  than  a  handful  of 
fragments.  All  of  the  scenes  are  ex¬ 
tremely  short,  and  they  seem  ar¬ 
ranged  somewhat  haphazardly, 
giving  the  audience  information 
too  early  or  too  late.  The  hanging 
screens  which  blur  and  separate 


the  characters  serve  beautifully  as 
the  scrim  of  memory,  but  the  insis¬ 
tence  on  having  characters  address 
the  audience  rather  than  each 
other  is  intrusively  theatrical. 
Despite  good  intentions,  director 
Murphy  seems  to  have  a  tin  ear: 


the  actors  could  not  all  have  in¬ 
dependently  come  up  with  their 
jarringly  off-base  cadences  and 
misplaced  stresses. 

Baxtresser  is  to  be  commended 
for  completing  her.  performance 
Saturday  night  despite  severe  il¬ 
lness.  Kathleen  Patrick  was  just 
right  as  her  old  college  friend,  and 
Mikki  Lipsey  is  an  enjoyable 
scene-stealer  as  the  Tourist 
Woman  engaged  in  marital  war¬ 
fare  with  stage  husband  George 
Mosley.  Allen  Oliver  is  excellent  as 
bartender  and  cop;  Jim  Kaufman, 
Vincent  Mahler,  and  Diego 
Arcienegas-Tafer  fare  less  well  in 
their  one-dimensional  roles  as  ex¬ 


patriates  and  Latin  Lover,  respec¬ 
tively.  The  set  design  by  Don 
Mesue  was  perfect.  Lighting  was 
fitful. 

I  wish  I  had  liked  this  play  more 
than  I  did.  Playwright  Olive 
Crawford  states  her  intention  to 
avoid  both  the  mainstream  treat¬ 
ment  of  rape  as  titillating  and  the 
“simplistic”  focus  on  the  victim’s 
desire  for  revenge.  “Turning 
outrage  into  insight,”  she  writes  in 
the  program  notes,  “is  a  tougher 
task  than  planning  a  castration 
campaign.”  That  may  be,  but  it  is 
precisely  insight  or  resolution  that 
is  missing  from  “Make  It  Like  the 
Movies.” 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUTS  I  I lOUSI. 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02 ltS 

((.17)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.A< . 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
IS  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville.  MA  02144 
(>25-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFEORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  (H4(>2 
(6(H)  46 1-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 
524-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE  ' 

4  4  Winter  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  I  lampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  021  49 
876-5410 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 

ELIZABETH  REGAN 

Howard  Street 

Wilton,  NH  0(4086 

(60  4)  654-67  40 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  IONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  I  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 


CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5 1 46 


DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
73 1  -8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1  259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

|OHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOC  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

IUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
1 2  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 


INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 
ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 

683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 

Stats,  Darkroom  Services 

92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 

338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  021 15 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
7 39-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Goodway  Road 
lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR  WOMEN, 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN' 

(ill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186 'A  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 
Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 
Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
•  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 


739-7832 
DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 
TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267  # 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY.O.D. 

Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 
PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
1 3l  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 


Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry  Wing 
9  Warren  Square 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-2896/  524-6074 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
•33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 


267-7573 


CENTURY  21 /PARK  REALTY 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES  DAVID  VIEIRA 
25  Huntington  Ave.  63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for 
you,  why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not 
a  required  formula;  GWM,  GWF 
are  not  necessary.  GM  or  GF  or  LF 
would  do  as  well. _ (C) 

PERSONALS _ 

Ever  go  into  a  bar  and  vow  never  to  go 
back  except  that  you  like  to  dance  and 
hope  to  meet  one  decent  unattached 
woman  out  of  the  throng?  Who’s 
feminist,  rational,  attractive,  an  unwit¬ 
ting  yuppie  &  under  40?  Take  a 
chance... I  am.  Box  141, _ (12) 

FREEBS! 

Only  3  more  years  minus  one  week  to 
go.  You  can  do  it!  Love,  the  bubbas.  (11) 

SPECIAL  FRIEND 

GF  early  40’s  wants  friend  for  friend¬ 
ship  &  good  times.  Discrete,  no  drugs, 
mature,  no  ties,  North  Shore  area  or 
willing  to  travel.  Box  138. _ (12) 

DONNA  M  WHERE  R  U? 

Karen  G  X-lesley,  MA,  left  for  CA  in  July 
82.  Is  back  on  coast,  want  to  hear  from 
u.  Please  call  919-852-4436,  collect.  (11) 
GW  wants  to  meet  women  for  dating 
and  friendship.  Open  to  intimacy  if  it 
develops.  If  you're  25-50,  a  non-smoker, 
live  a  healthy  lifestyle  and  can  enjoy 
relaxed  and  spontaneous  good  times 
without  alcohol  or  drugs,  let’s  talk.  Box 
140 _ (12) 

NEEDED  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 
Feminine  professional  photographer 
(female)  to  photograph  female.  Salary 
negotiable.  For  information  (phone  no.) 
Call  Mike  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ (11) 

PET  SITTER? 

2  LF’s  would  like  to  exchange  pet  sit¬ 

ting  services  with  other  LF's.  Everett- 
Maiden  area  prefered.  Call  321-4254  if 
you  might  like  to  try  a  swap. _ (12) 

SOMETHING  FOR  THE  CYNIC 
Classies  too  romantic?  Tired  of  all  that 
beach  and  wood  fire  stuff?  Well,  here’s 
your  opportunity  to  have  it  your  way. 
Write  a  cynical  classy  of  no  more  than 

3  (three)  lines  and  pay  only  one  dollar! 

(See  the  classy  form  in  this 
issue.)Through  October  11,  you  can 
have  it  in  print  for  all  to  see-for  just 
$1.00.  (Headlines,  extra  lines,  box 
numbers  and  additional  weeks  extra.) 
Address  your  classy  to:  Cynical 
Classies.  167  Tremont  St.  Boston,  MA 
02111.  _ (12) 

WM  will  share  secluded  log  home  with 
person,  like  animals,  also  ideal  for 
retiree  also  small  apt  to  rent.  Good  job 
area,  no  drugs.  Call  347-3866  after  6 
PM.  (12) 

INDEXER  NEEDED 

Our  “title  index”  (list  of  story  titles)  is 
falling  behind.  If  you’d  like  to  come  by 
and  help  update  it,  call  Mike  at  GCN, 
426-4469.  Its  fun!  (looking  at  back 
issues). _ (14) 

2  slightly  jaded  lefty  LF  frnds,  late  30s 
(w/gd  sense  of  humors)  Ikng  to  meet 
(separate)  women.  We  were  too  shy  in- 
div.  to  write  ad,  but  were  courageous 
togther.  Our  int.  inc.  politics,  reading, 
movies,  music,  some  sprts,  &  dining 
out.  Affairs  to  more  ser.  rel.  consd. 
Write  GCN  Box  136. _ (12) 

PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL,  PLEASE 
Box  numbers  74,  78,  79,  94,  •  the  world 
awaits  your  reply! _ (C) 

WHY  HAVEN’T  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 

THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven’t  called  Buddies! 
Buddies-the  personalized  introduction 
services  with  the  largest  gay  clientelle 
in  N.E!  Call  (603)880-7625. _ ((11) 

INVESTMENT  SEEKERS 
GWF,  40,  with  entepreneurial  ideas 
aplenty  seeks  investor/partner.  Im¬ 
pressive  business  resume,  business 
saavy,  hard  worker.  I’ve  got  the  know¬ 
how  if  you’ve  got  the  bucks.  Box  129. 
Be  serious,  please.  I  am! _ (12) 

ROMANCE,  ROMANCE 
Tell  her  you  love  her.  Tell  him  you  love 
him.  Put  your  most  romantic  thoughts 
in  the  GCN  classies. Through  October 
11,  you  can  write  lyric  thoughts,  poetic 
phrases  and  other  lovely  stuff  for  one 
dollar  for  no  more  than  3  lines.  (See  this 
issue  for  a  classy  form.)  Headlines,  box 
numbers,  extra  lines,  and  additional 
weeks  at  regular  prices.  Addres  your 
classy  to:Classy  Romance,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. _ (12) 

SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 
Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  Woman  to  Woman  is  for 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vice  for  lesbians  in  New  England  area, 
call  (603)  882-6670. _ (11) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

You’re  my  sun,  you're  my  moon;  you’re 
a  quiet  rain,  you're  a  gentle  snow;  (in  a 
good  musical,  this  is  where  the  singing 
would  begin).  You  wake  me  gently,  you 
smile  with  your  eyes.  You’re  strong; 
you're  smart:  you  can  be  silly  but  never 
play  with  my  heart.  So... I  love  you,  Sara 
K_ _ (11) 

Kind,  LF,  41,  attractive,  intelligent, 
reliable,  busy  prof,  nonsmoker,  seeks 
another  who  has  good  sense  of  humor, 
good  sense  of  herself,  good  sense  and 
sensitivity.  Box  114. _ (12) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JONATHAN  NED  KATZ 

Gay  American  History,  will  speak  to  yr 
grp  on  heterosexual  history,  etc.  81 
Jane  St,  NYC  10014.  (212)  243-6994.  (12) 
SEPARATIST  CONNECTION! 

A  gatherine  of  separatists  at  Michigan 
'86  now  starting/expanding  separatist 
newsletter.  Info  and  vol  1:1  available. 
Contributions  and  interest  needed 
Write  to:  Box  134. _ (14) 

LESBIAN  PERSONAL  GROWTH 
Group  now  open  to  new  members.  12 
week  committment  with  option  to  con¬ 
tinue.  Wed.  7:30  -9:30  pm.  Sliding  fee. 
Initial  consultation  required.  For  more 
info,  call  Meri  Fox,  876-0222.  Starts  late 
Sept. _ _ (11) 

WOMEN  W/INCEST  HISTORIES 
W/FATHERS/PATERNAL  FIGURE. 
Experienced  therapist  sks  volunteers 
for  survey  examining  long-term 
physical  and  emotional  effects  of 
childhood/  adolescent  incest  ex¬ 
periences.  Call  Mercedes  Cabral  at 
524-6086  or  876-4488  for  details.  (11) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  third  meeting  of  the  Jewish  Les¬ 
bian  Daughters  ot  Holocaust  Survivors 
group  is  now  being  planned  for 
November  ’86.  We  welcome  contact 
from  other  JLDHS.  For  information, 
write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or 
call  (617)321-4254, _ (12) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word!  _  (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
“special  attention"  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writig  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 

UNITY/DIVERSITY  IN  CELEBRATION 
OF  LESBIANS,  GAYS  &  BISEXUALS 

Oct.  18-19,  Amherst,  MA.  Workshops, 
networking,  entertainment.  Registra¬ 
tion:  Write  Conference,  Box  118, 
Amherst  01004  or  call  (413)  774-4998. 
(11,13) _ 

WE’RE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU! 

Want  to  meet  some  new  people?  Be 
part  of  the  excitement  of  seeing  a 
newspaper  put  together?  Come  to  GCN 
on  Thursday  night  and  help  layout  the 
pages.  Fun,  food  and  friendly  folk. 
Anytime  6pm  to  midnight.  For  details 
call  Ina  at  426-4469.  _ (C) 


Subcribe 

Now! 


PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (VI 4. 18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics." 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  (or  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (6 1 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs.  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


HELP  WANTED _ 

EDUCATIONAL  SPECIALIST  I 

We  are  seeking  a  minority  applicant 
with  experience  in  community  organiz¬ 
ing  and  group  facilitation  to  provide 
state  wide  Child  Sexual  Assault 
Prevention  (CAP)  training  to  adults  for 
use  in  school  settings.  Applicants  must 
have  a  flexible  schedule,  access  to  a 
car,  and  commitment  to  empowering 
children  and  their  communities.  Bil- 
ingual/Bicultural  preferred,  CAP  ex¬ 
perience  a  plus.  Will  Train.  Part-time 
(17 Vz  hours/week)  with  benefits.  Send 
resume  with  salary  requirements  by  Oc¬ 
tober  8.  EOE/Affirmative  Action 
Employer. 

Starr  Potts 
MASS/CAP 

Coastal  Community  Counseling  Center 

482  Washington  Street 

Braintree,  MA  02184. _ 01) 

FUNDRAISER/ACTIVIST 
For  multicultural  battered  women's 
shelter.  1  yr  exp.  Respon:  Solicitation  of 
funds  indiv,  found/corp  and  gov’t  levels; 
newsletters;  budget  mgmt;  lobbying.  32 
Hrs/wk.  $17,000  yr.  100%  med/den 
Women  of  color  encouraged  to  apply. 
Letter  and  resume  by  10/1.  to  Transition 
House,  Box  530  Camb  MA  02238.  (12) 

Coordinator:  Gay/Lesbian  speakers 
Bureau  duties:  engaging  speakers,  fun¬ 
draising,  administration  &  organizing. 
10-20  hrs  wk,  modest  stipend.  Nov  1 
starting  date.  GLSB,  Box  2232  Boston, 
02107.  Letter  of  interest  by  Oct  10.  (11) 


ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing 
advertising  for  america's  premiere 
gay/lesbian  newsweekly,  GAY  COM¬ 
MUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high 
commissions,  leads  and  staff  support. 
If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising 
Manager  at(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street  Boston,  MA 
02111. _ (11) 

HOUSEPERSON  WANTED 
Clean,  dependable.  Room,  salary,  good 
tips,  40  hour/wk,  now  till  Nov  20.  Guest 
house  Provincetown.  487-2735.  No  calls 
Tues.  orSat.Askfor  JimorBob.  (11) 
3000  GOVERNMENT  JOBS  LIST 
$16,040  -  $59,230/yr.  Now  hiring. 

Call  1-805-687-6000,  Ext.R-1437.  (16) 

HOUSE  MGR/COUNSELOR 

Recovery  home  alcohol/drug  rehab  for 
men  seeks  weekend  house  mgr  to 
supervise  home.  Salary  13K;  health  in¬ 
surance;  benefits;  hours:  Sat-Sun;  Send 
resume  to  Jonathan  Scott,  Director, 
Victory  House;  PO  Box  365,  Boston,  MA 
02118.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  (11) 


ISN’T  IT  TIME  TO  SUBSCRIBE? 


SERVICES _ 

RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 

Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longer 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad¬ 
dicts  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Berni 
Zisserson,  LICSW,  876-6995.  Insurance 
accepted. _ (VI 4  1 6) 

BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 

INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beaoon  Street.  Brookline  232-1459 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


GCN  SPECIAL 

GCN  seeks  home 

In  September  1987  GCN  will  probably 
have  to  move  out  of  167  Tremont.  We 
need  your  help  in  gathering  2  kinds  of 
information: 

(1)  leads  on  large  spaces  (20.000  + 
sq.ft.)  in  Cambridge.  Boston  or  Somer¬ 
ville,  that  the  Community  Building 
Coalition  (made  up  of  GCN,  Mobiliza¬ 
tion  for  Survival,  Boston  Women's 
Health  Collective,  Haymarket  Peoples’ 
Fund,  and  others)  could  look  into  buy¬ 
ing,  but  probably  not  within  a  year;  and 

(2)  leads  on  smaller  spaces  (2000  + 
sq.ft.)  that  GCN  could  rent  for  a  year  or 
so  while  the  coalition  possibility  is  ex¬ 
plored. 

The  space  must  be  near  public  trans¬ 
portation  and  in  a  reasonably  safe 
neighborhood.  We’d  appreciate  any  in¬ 
formation/leads  you  may  have  or  come 
across.  Please  contact  Mike  at  GCN, 
167  Tremont,  Boston,  MA  02111,  or  call 
426-4469.  Thanks. 


DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requestes  book  at  the 
Prisoner's  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoner’s  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  through  law  books,  etc.) 
If  you  have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks 
especially),  please  send  it  to  GCN 
Prisoner  Project,  167  Tremont  Street. 
Boston,  M A  021 1 1 .  Thanks! _ (c) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 
Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  and 
glory  and  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  ok. 
Call  Loieat  426-4469. _ (c) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


76  Arlington  St. 

Phone  482-2900 

ALL  FARES  ROUND  TRIP 

RSVS# 

London 

$399 

Lima 

$659 

Brussels 

$396 

Toronto 

$103 

Tokyo 

$759 

Key  West 

$268 

February  14-21,  1987 

Hong  Kong 

$859 

Los  Angeles 

$258 

March  21-28,  1987 

Orlando 

San  Francisco 

$178 

$258 

Seattle 

Rio 

$258 

$715 

Meet  750  New  Faces 

Miami 

$178 

Nairobi 

$1111 

in  1987! 

Mexico  City 

$368 

San  Juan 

$206 

From  $795.00 

Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME _ _ _ 

STREET _ _ APT _ 

CITY _ STATE _ 1 _ .ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

i 

Head 

Lines 

- 

Head 

Lines 

Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

_  X 

.75 

.50 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

TOTAL 

Display (Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  = _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks  10%  =  _ 

for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15%  = _ 

for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20%  =  _ 


TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  =  _ ■ 

Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = _ I 

Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  =  _ I 

TOTAL  =  _  | 

I  —  .■■■■■■■■! 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

IN  THE  COUNTRY 

Bi-F  offering  free  room  to  same.  Fur¬ 
nished  beautiful  apt  near  Cinti.  Willing 
to  share  my  good  fortune  &  best  of  both 
worlds.  Just  move  in.  Write:4310 
Batavia  Meadow  Dr.  no.  7,  Batavia  Ohio 
45103. _ (11) 

>1  GM,  24,  grad-stud  seeks  similar  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt  near  Inman  Sq,  Camb. 
Hdws  floor,  bay  windows,  clean,  furn 
nicely  $450.00  876-5530 _ (11) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  HOME 
LF  28  seeks  roommate,  preferably  one 
with  a  good  sense  of  humor  or  one  who 
travels  extensively.  Gay/straight/bi, 
non-smoker  $200+.  Days  227-1922, 
eves  522-3897. _ (11) 

LF  &  2  cats  Iking  for  feminist  woman  to 
share  sunny,  spacious  W.  somerville 
apt.  $275  +  .  No  smokers,  no  more  pets. 
Eileen  628-6133. _ (11) 

Medford:  2LF  sk  3rd  25 +  ,  veg,  share 
food  some  meals,  no  smoke,  have  cat, 
dog  visits,  2  firs  of  Les  owned  hse/quiet 
st,  w/d,  pkg.  $300  +  .395-9021.  (12) 

North  Cambridge:  Semi-coop  house  of 
BiBF,  GWM  &  SWM  seek  F-responsible, 
fun-loving  &  progressive.  We  enjoy  art, 
conversation,  exercising  &  cilantro.  No 
cigs,  or  pets.  Prefer  25  +  .  Call  354-2697'. 
_ (11) 

3  LFs  seek  1  more  to  share  great  Camb. 
home.  Close  to  Porter  Sq.  T,  friendly, 
semi-coop.  No  smokers,  no  heavy  ale. 
or  drugs,  no  more  pets.  $250  + Avail 
now.  491-4005. _ (11) 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  2  Bedroom  apt 
between  Inman  and  Harvard  SQ.  Park¬ 
ing,  laundry.  No  more  cats.  Quiet, 
spacious-minimal  drugs,  alcohol.  $350 
+  cheap  heat.  Sylvia,  492-5121.  Avail. 
now.  Must  be  a  feminist. _ (11) 

NEWINORTH  SHORE 
LESBIAN  &  GAY  ROOMATE  SERVICE 

Looking  for  a  roomate  or  tenant  on  the 
North  Shore&  Let  us  help  you  make  the 
right  choice!  Confidential/reasonable 
fees/convenient  Salem  location. Call  to- 
day!  1-617-741-2557.  (11,13,15,17,19,21)) 

ISN’T  IT  TIME  TO  SUBSCRIBE? 


NASHUA,  NH  2BR 
READY  NOV  1 

Prof  GM  39  seeks  other  prof  GM 
for  quiet  locale,  good  neighbors, 
great  facilities.  Near  Highway. 
References  req.  Call  Paul  (603) 
882-7746.  Aft  6PM.  (12) 


HOME  TO  SHARE 

2  GM  seek  house  mate  for  2  bedroom 
furnished,  clean,  neat,  coop  house. 
Warm,  friendly  atmosphere.  Sunny, 
private  yard.  Seek  responsible  person 
with  outgoing  personality.  References 
preferred.  Convenient  to  T.  Parking, 
animal  lovers  only.  $250  +  .  628-8065. 
Call  after  5  or  leave  message. _ (11) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

GWM  cpI  seek  apt  to  rent  downtown. 
Can  pay  750  but  prefer  handyman 
special.  We  are  stable,  employed, 
capable.  Need  Oct  or  Nov.  Box  139.  (12) 

Newport,  Rl  F  30+  seeks  share 
w/BiF/LFs.  Prefer  NPT.  Will  consider 
off-lsland  commute.  I'm  responsible, 
quiet,  non-smoker.  Box  133. _ (11) 

2  L's  seek  apt.,  South  Shore,  $600  with, 
max.  Please  call  Susan  625-4614,  eves. 
(12) _ 

APARTMENT  WANTED 
2  LF's  and  sweet  dog  seek  2-bdrm  apt 
in  Camb  Som,  J.P.  areas.  By  Nov.  1.  Can 
pay  up  to  $700/mo  incl  heat.  Please  call 
Stephanie  days  at  426-4469 _ (12) 

APARTMENTS _ 

SOMERVILLE  PROSPECT  HILL 

2BR  apt,  dr,  Ir,  hdwd.  firs,  high  ceilings, 
$750  + heat  +  utilities.  Avail  November. 
Call  625-5986.  LF  owners.  Prefer  LF 
tenants. _ (11) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Cal  1-805-687-6000  Ext. 
H-1437  for  current  repo  list, _  (16) 

Dorchester:  first  fir  6rm  2bdrm  remodel¬ 
ed,  new  furnace,  kitch,  bath,  firs  sand¬ 
ed  bk  proch,  secure,  well  maintained, 
owner  occ,  $475  mo  no  util.  282-1196 
eve. _ (12) 


MOVERS _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 

_ 0 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1^3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.26) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
"16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime" 
_ (V14.32) 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

o 

CC 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

§ 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

or 

236-1848 

C’MON!  BE  NICE  TO  YOURSELF— 
GET  YOURSELF  SUBSCRIBED! 


ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  HALLOWEEN  PARTY 
GIRTH  &  MIRTH’S  FIRST! 

Don’t  miss  the  fabulous  first  annual 
Girth  &  Mirth  Fri.  Oct  17th,  in  Boston.  If 
your  are  chubby,  husky,  fat  or  like  your 
men  that  way,  this  is  for  you!  Prizes, 
fab  food,  fun,  great  times.  For  info  call 
566-6530  or  write  G  &  M  of  New  England 
P.O.  Box  945,  Allston,  MA  02134  or  call 
757-5432. _ (13) 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipale. _ (VI 3.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
[415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.,  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ _ _ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  3.32)) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244.  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ ((14.9) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (V14.35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ _ (VI  4.23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  Info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533.  (V14.18) 


FOR  SALE 

IDEAL  FOR  LOVERS 
TAKE  OVER  NOW  OR  1987. 

Retail  card,  flower  &  gift  shop,  two 
floors  of  space.  One  of  P-towns  lovliest 
shops.  Ideal  location  across  from  post 
office.  $25,000  buys  business.  Lease 
transferrable  to  new  owner.  Call  (617) 
487-4014  or  9007. _ (11) 

1976  DATSUN  B— 210 
Hatchback,  new  brakes,  new  clutch, 
Michelin  tires,  AM/FM,  1  owner,  runs 
great,  no  frame  rust/some  body  rust, 
130K,  dependable,  $500  or  B.O. 
628-2447.  (11) 


PUBLIC  RESTROOMS 
NOT  CLEAN? 

Sani-seat  antiseptic  spray  gives 
you  protection  from  germs  on 
toilets.  Fits  in  purse  or  pocket.  A 
must  for  the  frequent  traveler. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Send 
$3.95  plus  $187  shipping  to: 
ROSS  TECHNICAL  P.O.  Box 
546  Henniker,  NH  03242. 

ui\*  1 


1979  SAAB  900 

Automatic,  great  cond,  recentl 
transmission,  starter.  New  front  | 
brakes,  exhaust.  4  door  hatchback, 
green  velour  interior,  white  exterior. 
$2,800  or  best  offer.  522-6813.  (12) 


I V  .  V  w  :V-) 


On  Sunday  Oct. 5  the  Prison 
Book  Collective  and  CCN  will 
be  sending  out  books  to 
prisoners  from  the  Redbook 
store  in  Jamaica  Plain,  92  Green 
St.,  4-8pm.  We’re  really  behind 
(in  filling  requests)  and  could  use 
some  labor  power  so  if  you’d 
like  to  come  we’d  love  to  have 
|  you,  even  if  just  for  a  couple 
hours.  You’re  welcome  to  bring 
books  by  during  that  time  too. 
(There’s  a  doorbell.  We  work 
downstairs.)  Thanks. 


ACLU  Rights  of  Prisoners  book 
FREEH!  Write  to  ACLU,  132  | 
W.43rd,  NYC  10036. 
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Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 
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TO  ALL  THOSE:  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
(Alexander  BerVman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist). 

tmmimrommmu 
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|  ALL  PRISONERS,  AND  ESPECIALLY 
WOMEN ,  ARE  ENCOURAGED  TO 
WRITE  PRISON  BOOK  PROGRAM 
I  (c/o  Redbook,  92  Green  St.,  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 )  REQUESTING 
BOOKS  ON  WOMEN'S  ISSUES, 
NOVELS,  POLITICAL  TOPICS, 
RACISM,  THE  PRISON  BUSINESS, 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  AND  OTHE Rl 
ISSUES.  (WE  USUALLY  RUN  ABOUT 
A  MONTH  OR  SO  BEHIND,  SO  BE  [ 
PATIENT) 


Black  lesbian  &  gay  prisoners! 

|  A  new  publication  called 
BLACK/OUT  is  looking  (hard  ‘ 
&  SOON!)  for  your  artwork  and 
|  your  letters/articles  etc.  Let 
I  them  hear  from  you  and  see  your 
work.  They  are  not  able  to 
answer  the  letters  they  get,  so 
don’t  expect  responses;  but  they 
very  much  want  to  hear  from 
you  and  see  your  work.  Send  to: 
Joseph  Beam,  c/o  Black/Out, 


••  •  ■ 

as- 

,  Yyl 

PO  Box  2314,  Philadelphia  PA 
19103. 

FREE  to  prisoners  (while  they  last)! 

Copies  of  BLACK/OUT.  the  new  publication  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  & 

Gays,  with  essays,  drawings,  poems,  and 

some  penpal  ads  (on  a  space  available  basis). 

Write  them  at  NCBLG,  930  F  St.NW, 

AS*  1 

|  Washington  DC  20004. 

BULLDOZER 
j*An  excellent  prisoner  politics  rag!  Their  I 
subtitle  is:  “the  only  vehicle  for  prison  | 
reform’’(bulldozer!)  They  would  like  to  I 
hear  from  some  gay  prisoners  out  there  I 
with  some  articles  about  your  experience! 
I  «r.--  '-■■■- r ‘  f--  o—jp  them  a  line  ?*: 

I  Publishers,  Box  5052  Sta.“A“,  Toronto,! 
Ont.  M5W  1W4  Canada  (same  postage  asl 
for  U.S.) 


FAG  RAG  COMES  OUT  (SOON) 
(We  hope).  Some  time  this  fall  we’ll  put 
out  our  ONCE-A-YEAR  (!)  issue.  If  you 
can  get  SEXUALLY  EXPLICIT  (!!!) 
material  and  want  a  FR,  let  me  know. 
Please  don’t  ask  if  you’re  not  pretty  sure, 
because  we  are  even  poorer  than  GCN  and  | 
can’t  afford  to  waste  postage.  Thanx! 


NEW  YORK  prisoner  writers! 

I  EMPIRE!  is  a  statewide  writers  magazine 
for  prisoners  of  New  York.  Send  them 
I  your  writing  at:  Empire!  c/o  Paul  Gor¬ 
don,  Ed. Dept.,  2911  Arthur  Kill  Rd, 
Staten  Island  NY  10309. 


ON  ‘COMING  OUT’ 

I  One  sure  way  to  make  it  hard  for 
prisoners  coming  out  of  prison  <o  make  I 
I  it  on  the  outside  is  to  keep  them  from  I 
getting  jobs  and  housing.  This  is  /usfl 
what  this  society  does  with  its  at- 1 
I  titudes  toward  ex-prisoners.  Don’t  he  I 
surprised  if  a  penpal  asks  for  some  I 
help  in  finding  work  or  a  place  to  live.  I 
Their  getting  out  on  parole  this  year,  I 
rather  than  next,  may  depend  on  fin- 1 
ding  these  (or  a  ‘sponsor’),  and  their  I 
staying  out  will  certainly  depend  on  it.  [ 
The  GCN  Prisoner  Project  is  always  I 
looking  for  info  on  jobs  and  housing! 
|  resources  in  all  regions  of  the  country.  I 
Start  your  own  prisoner  project  at  a  | 
I  prison  near  you  (the  most  effective! 
I  place  to  be)  by  getting  together  and  up-[ 
I  dating  this  kind  of  info  and  making  it! 
available  to  the  prisoners  who  are  com-| 
|  ing  out. _ _ 


PRISONER  VISITATION  &  | 
SUPPORT 
(Sponsored  by  War  Resisters  J 
League,  AFSC,  Jewish  Peace! 
Fellowship,  Unit-Univ  Service  I 
Comm,  etc.) 

PRISONERS!:  PVS  visits  any 
federal  or  military  prisoner  wan¬ 
ting  a  visit!  PVS  offers  friend¬ 
ship,  regular  visits,  study 
materials,  helps  with  family 
communications  and  legal  refer¬ 
rals  and  writes  letters  of  recom¬ 
mendation  to  parole  boards. 
OUTSIDE  SUPPORT!: 

PVS  is  expanding  its  visitor  net- 
I  work  and  seeking  additional 
volunteer  visitors.  Please  contact 
|  PVS,  1501  Cherry  St,  Phila,  PA 
19102;  (215)241-7117. 


LNa 


I  am  a  gay  man,  boylover,  with  a  long 
I  time  to  do.  Need  caring  outside  con¬ 
tacts.  Like  country  music,  nude 
beach  parties,  etc.  Robert  L. 
BUMPERS,  30  Administration  Rd, 
|  Bridgewater  MA  02324. _ 


WOMEN  —  FREE!! 
BROOMSTICK,  a  journal  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  40,  is  free  to  I 
1  women  prisoners.  Write:  Broomstick,  | 
3543  18th  St, San  Francisco  CA  94110 

Feminist  Writers  Guild  Prison  Project 
We  are  putting  together  a  packet  with 
I  info  lists  for  women  in  prison  and  for 
I  women  on  the  outside  who  want  to  I 
I  start  working  on  the  project  in  their 
I  area  of  the  country.  Also  selling 
{posters  for  ROSI  (Remember  Our 
Sisters  Inside)  —  a  woman  in  prison 
I  in  surreal  black  &  white  —  $5.  Send 
I  for  free  packet  or  for  $5  poster  to: 
1FWG  Prison  Project,  PO  Box  14095, 

I  Chicago  IL  60614. 
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f White  female  prisoner  looking  for 
I  black  stud  (female)for  permanent 
I  relations  hip.  I'm  lovable,  understan¬ 
ding,  have  lots  of  love  to  give.  We  can 
have  photos  but  not  instamatics  or 
I  polaroids .  Tammy  ME  LCHIONNE ,  IM-| 
I  CC  Box  A,  Oakdale  IA  52319. _ 

[The  freaks  come  out  at  night,  but  I 
have  some  hard  time  to  do  yet.  I’m  at¬ 
tractive,  sensitive  and  looking  for  a| 
for  real  woman  to  correspond  with.  6’  [ 
aggressive  blonde  out  of  the  closet  [ 
for  20  years.  Write  and  you’ll  never! 
regret  it.  Photo  appreciated.  Helen  [ 
WILLIAMS,  853627,  IWP-IDOC,  401  N.  | 
Randolph,  Indianapolis  IN  46201 

Black  woman  with  pretty  green  eyes  I 
going  home  soon.  Hope  to  meet  some 

free  world  people  and  start  my  life 
anew.  I’m  an  LPN,  very  outgoing,  in¬ 
telligent  and  committed  person.  June  | 
1  LOVER,  Box  1,  Goochland  VA  23063 


I  would  enjoy  writing  to  someone. 
Age,  sex  and  race  don't  matter.  I  don't 
want  someone  to  condemn  me  or  to 
play  head  games,  just  someone  to 
share  thoughts  with.  I'm  in  here  for  a 
"sex  offense"  and  need  to  talk  to  so¬ 
meone  besides  these  redneck- 
mentality  people  inside.  Walter 
REYNOLDS,  422445,  Ellis  1  (H-18), 
Huntsville  TX  77343 _ 

I  Lonely  man  with  openmind  would! 
love  to  write  anyone  out  there  in  the! 
gay  world.  Please  write  to  Kirby  I 
ABRAMS,  38319,  Box  900,  |efferson| 
City  MO  65102. _ 

MICHAE  L  SELLARS  new  address ,  fori 
those  who  have  been  writing  him,  is : I 
634034  (15-A-4),  PO  Box  520,  Walla  [ 
I  Walla  WA  99362. _ 

I'm  interested  in  a  lot  of  things,  main¬ 
ly  politics.  I've  really  learned  a  loti 
from  your  paper  over  the  years  and  I 
hope  to  find  a  penpal  among  yourl 
|  readers  .Michael  MOON,  085350,  1 150 1 
SW  Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown  Fl[ 
33456. _ _ 

Gay  man  would  like  to  correspond! 
with  someone.  Very,  very  lonely.  Fori 
faster  reply  send  S  AS  E .  Thanks  ,  Tom  - 1 
my  BLANKENSHIP,  Wayne  County| 
j  ail,  Wooster  OH  44691 . 

It's  very  hard  finding  a  true  friend  to  I 
relate  to  in  prison  if  you're  gay.  It's  a  [ 
very  backward  and  violent  system.! 
You  must  belong  to  a  group  or  you're] 
fair  game  for  anyone.  I  enjoy  cooking,) 
poetry,  art,  astrology,  and  quiet  times  [ 
j  with  someone  special.  Eddie  COL-| 
LINS,  Box  137,  Tillery  NC  27887 
My  hobbies  are  gardening,  bowling, 
reading,  outdoor  stuff,  singing,  cook- 1 
ing  and  writing  to  other  people.  I'd  [ 
love  to  have  a  penpal!  Larry 
ICOSMAN,  292283.  Box  888,  Monroe  | 

WA  98272 _ 

Gay  male  seeks  friendship  with 

I  someone  who  cares  about  more  than 
mere  fantasies.  Please  write  Israel 
PERKINS,  107028  Camp  j.  Car  4L2,  | 
|  Angola  LA  70712. _ 

Blk  fern  Scorpio  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  anyone  on  the  outside  fori 
"friendship".  My  hobbies  are  cook-| 
ing,  reading  and  jazz  music.  Phillip] 
MORRIS,  42148,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  f 
66043 


CdL€NDf\R 


September  27 
to 

October  14 


27  Saturday 


Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Dance.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church.  8-12PM.  $5. 
Alcohol-tree,  not  wheelchair  accessible. 
Childcare:  Jean,  277-8150.  Info: 
661-3633. 


Boston  —  The  Ionian  Society,  a  group  for 
gay  &  lesbian  people  of  Greek  heritage, 
business  meeting.  7PM.  Post-meeting: 
Greek  Festival.  Info:  625-3177. 


Boston  —  “Joe  Turner’s  Come  and 
Gone,"  by  August  Wilson.  Huntington 
Theater,  264  Huntington  Ave.  8PM. 
$10-$24.50.  Plays  through  Oct.  19.  Info: 
266-3913. 


Boston  —  “The  Flames”  presented  by 
Triangle  Theater.  Paramount  Penthouse 
Theater,  58  Berkeley  St.  8PM  .$10.  Through 
10/18.  Info:  353-0434 


Boston  -  Gay/lesbian  dance  sponsored  by 
Boston  Univ.  Lesbian/Gay  Assoc.  Info: 
437-7399. 


28  Sunday 


Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Lesbians  potluck  dinner.  6PM.  Info: 
787-2338  or  566-2558. 


Cambridge  —  Judith  Stein,  contributor  to 
Hear  the  Silence:  Stories  by  Women  of 
Myth,  Magic  &  Renewal,  reads  her  work. 
New  Words,  186  Hampshire  St.  3-5PM. 
Free.  Info:  876-5310. 


Cambridge  —  Cambridge  GALA  potluck. 

6PM.  Info:  Robin  or  Laura,  354-6237  or 
.navid.  4Q7?fi197  — - — i 


Boston  —  Rock  Against  Sexism  Tea  Dance 
with  locally-produced  videos.  1270  Club, 
1270  Boylston  St.  Videos:  6PM.  Dance 

6-10PM.  $2.  Info:  739-6566. 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
apple  picking  and  picnic.  Leave  10AM.  In¬ 
fo:  522-9505. 


Boston  —  Staged  reading  of  “The  Unveil¬ 
ing,”  by  Jonathan  Tolins.  New  Ehrlich 
Theater,  539  Tremont  St.  7PM.  $2.  Info: 
482-6316. 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Women’s  picnic.  Ar¬ 
boretum,  inside  the  gate  near  Visitor’s 
Center.  1PM.  Bring  friends,  frisbees, 
dogs. 


Boston  —  Liturgy  signed  for  hearing- 
impaired.  Arlington  St.  Church 
(basement). Sponsored  by  Dignity. 
5:30PM.  Info:  536-6518. 


Cambridge  —  “Health  &  War  in 
Nicaragua,”  a  lecture  by  Dora  Maria 
Tellez,  Nicaraguan  Minister  of  Health.  MIT 
Building  10,  Room  250,  77  Mass.  Ave. 
7PM.  Donation  suggested.  Info:.  CASA, 
492-8699. 


29  monday 


Boston  —  Mass.  Lesbian  &  Gay  Bar  Assoc. 

Appalachian  Mtn.  Club,  3  Joy  St.,  Beacon 
Hill.  5:30PM,  social  hour.  6:30-8PM,  pro¬ 
gram  with  Abby  Rubenfeld. 


30  tuesday 


Cambridge  —  “Understanding  AIDS,”  a 

lecture  by  Chris  Jennings.  Cambridge 
Center  for  Adult  Ed.,  56  Brattle  St. 
8:15PM.  $1.50.  Info:  547-6789. 


Boston  —  Anniversary  Celebration  for  Bay 
Windows  with  Sharon  McKnight  to  benefit 
AIDS  Action  Committee.  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  7PM  dinner  and  show, 
$45.  11PM  show  only,  $15.  Info: 
536-0966. 


Boston  —  “Say  It  Sister”  news  magazine 

with  Madge  Kaplan  &  Tatiana  Schreiber. 

7-8PM.  WMBR  88.1  FM. 


Dora  Maria  Tellez,  28  Sunday 


Salem  —  “Before  Stonewall:  the  Making  of 
a  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,”  film 
shown  by  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance.  Meier  Hall  Screening  Rm.,  Salem 
State  College.  7PM.  Free.  All  welcome.  In¬ 
fo:  745-3848. 


October  1  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Janet  Hood  &  Susan  Farley 

in  concert.  Upstairs  at  Ryles,  Inman  Sq. 
8:30PM.  $4  cover. 


Bridgewater  —  South  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  social.  Info:  293-5183  or  SSGLA, 
Box  712,  Bridgewater  02324. 


Cambridge  —  Deirdre  McCalla  in  concert. 
Passims,  Palmer  St.,  Harvard  Sq.  8:30PM. 
$6.  Info:  492-7679. 


Boston  —  Exhibit  of  Colleen  Sterling’s 
mixed-media  drawings.  George  Sherman 
Union  Gallery,  Boston  Univ.  5-7PM  recep¬ 
tion.  Info:  353-9425. 


Cambridge  —  Fat  is  a  Feminist  Issue  sup¬ 
port  group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7: 30-9 :30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 


2  thursday 


Boston  —  GCN  production  night..  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Lay¬ 
out:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park 
&  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Carole  Maso  reads  from  her 
novel,  Ghost  Dance.  New  Words.  186 
Hampshire  St.,  Inman  Sq.  7:30PM.  Free. 
Info:  876-5310. 


Boston  —  Plays  about  El  Salador:  “Zona 
Rosa”  and  “The  18th  Hole.”  Nucleo 
Eclettico  Theater,  216  Hanover  St.  8PM. 
$12,  $6  seniors  &  students.  Plays  through 
Oct.  25.  Info:  367-8056. 


Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 


3  friday 


Boston  —  GCN's  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 


Boston  —  Rosh  Hashanah  services  with 
Am  Tikva.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA.  $10 
members,  $12  non-members.  Reserva¬ 
tions:  782-8894. 


Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 

8-Midnight.  Info:  354-8807. 


4  Saturday 


Bangor,  ME  —  Coffeehouse  with  live  music 
presented  by  Bangor  Area  Gay,  Lesbian  & 
Straight  Coalition.  Unitarian  Church,  Union 
St.  8PM.  $4. 


Boston  —  “An  Evening  of  Solidarity  with 
South  African  and  Native  American  Political 
Prisoners,”  with  speaker  Stephanie  Peltier 
&  ANC  Representative.  Emmanuel  Church, 
15  Newbury  St.  7:30PM.  Donation.  Info:  All 
People's  Congress,  424-1176. 


Cambridge  —  Gay  Men’s  Self-Defense 

class.  595  Mass.  Ave.  1-4PM.  Info:  Beth, 
864-5468. 


5  Sunday 


Cambridge  —  Reading  from  the  new  Jewish 
women’s  anthology,  The  Tribe  of  Dina. 
YWCA,  7  Temple  St.,  Central  Sq.  7PM. 
$2-$5.  Info:  254-0448  or  254-3159. 


Cambridge  —  Reading  from  A  Faith  of  One's 
Own:  Explorations  by  Catholic  Lesbians. 
New  Words,  186  Hampshire  St.,  Inman  Sq. 
2-4PM.  Free.  Info:  876-5310. 


Boston  —  Picnic  &  concert  for  area  lesbian 
&  gay  neighborhood  groups.  Franklin  Park 
overlook,  near  Green  St.  T-stop. 
Noon-3:30PM.  Freedom  Trail  Band  con¬ 
cert,  1PM.  Info:  522-9194. 


6  monday 


Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 
Network.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30-10PM.  Info:  354-8807. 


7  tuesday 


Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  lesbian  support 
group  anniversary  potluck  supper. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7PM.  In¬ 
fo:  354-8807. 


8  Wednesday 


Boston  —  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force  of 
Boston  NOW  meeting.  971  Commonwealth 
Ave'.  7PM.  Info:  782-1056. 


Cambridge  —  Menopause  Collective. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7PM.  In¬ 
fo:  354-8807. 


9  thursday 


Cambridge  —  Lesbians  Choosing  Children 

Network,  meeting.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  7:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 


Cambridge  —  Robin  Tyler  presents.  “A 
Humorous  Look  at  the  History  of  Comedy.  ’  ’ 
First  Church,  11  Garden  St.  8PM.  $7.  Info: 
Boston  Women's  Fund,  542-5955. 

Cambridge  —  Sarah  Schulman  reads  from 
her  new  book,  Girls,  Visions  and 
Everything.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186 
Hampshire  St.  7:30PM. 


Before  Stonewall,  30  tuesday 


10  friday 


Provincetown  —  Robin  Tyler,  lesbian  com¬ 
ic.  Pilgrim  House.  7PM.  Plays  through  Oct. 
13.  Info;  487-0319. 


11  Saturday 


Northampton  —  Women’s  Dance  to  benefit 
the  Women’s  Construction  Brigade  to 
Nicaragua.  Northampton  Center  for  the 
Arts.  8:30PM.  Chem-free.  Info:  Sandy  or 
Bonnie,  (413)  586-1125. 


13  monday 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  Yom  Kippur  potluck 
supper.  Boston  Self  Help  Center,  18 
Williston  Rd.  6:30PM.  Info:  782-8894. 


14  tuesday 


Boston  —  Celebration  of  foster  care  ruling: 
“The  governor  has  no  clothes.”  State 
House.  5-6:30PM.  Info:  522-4368. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 


Sigourney  Weaver  in  Half  Moon  Street 


The  Name  of  the  Rose.  Directed 

by  Jean-Jacques  Annaud.  Screenplay  by  An¬ 
drew  Birkin  from  the  novel  by  Umberto  Eco. 
With  Sean  Connery,  F.  Murray  Abraham  and 
Christian  Slater. 

Umberto  Eco's  bestselling  The  Name 
of  the  Rose  was  a  (self-described) 
deconstructionist  medieval  mystery 
(whatever  that  means)  with  theological 
and  homoerotic  overtones.  Someone  is 
killing  the  monks  in  a  Northern  Italian 
Abbey  and  Renaissance  detective  —  he 
uses  logic  rather  than  faith  —  William 
of  Baskerville  (Sean  Connery),  with  his 
sidekick  and  novice  the  cute  Adso  of 
Melk  (Christian  Slater),  is  sleuthing  out 
sexual  preference  as  well  as  murder 
ous  intent  in  finding  the  killer.  Much  of 
the  book  was  concerned  with  theolog 
ical  arguments  which  also  functioned 
as  clues  and  motives.  The  film  has  a 
hard  time  portraying  these  and  as  a 
result  much  of  the  script  sounds  like  a 
game  of  ecclesiastical  Clue:  Was  it 
Miss  Scarlet  in  the  library  with  the 
candlestick  or  was  it  the  Abbot  in  the 
scriptorium  with  a  volume  of  Aristotle? 
Without  the  more  philosophical  groun 
ding  of  the  novel  much  of  The  Name  of 
the  Rose  seems  rather  disconnected. 
You  would  do  better  to  approach  it  with 
devout  faith  and  trust  than  relvupon. 
Willi&n  W  BaskffrfTfle’s  logfl?"  and  ■ 
deduction. 

What  is  good  about  the  film  is  the 
performance  of  Sean  Connery.  Alter 
nately  somber  and  sexy  —  he  should  be 
advertised  as  “the  scowl  beneath  the 
cowl”  —  Connery  brings  both  life  and 
sense  to  the  role.  There  is  also  some 
very  interesting  interaction  between 
him  and  the  young  Adso,  although  the 
filmmakers  are  very  careful  to  play 
down  any  indication  of  sexuality  bet¬ 
ween  the  two.  The  film  has  a  nice  solid, 
old-fashioned  quality  —  like  a  late  '60s 
.epic  —  that  makes  it  pleasant  to  sit 
through. 

So  if  you  liked  the  book,  never  fin¬ 
ished  the  book  and  want  to  know  how  it 
turned  out,  or  get  turned  on  by  hand¬ 
some  men  —  well,  Sean  Connery,  any¬ 
way  —  dressed  as  monks,  The  Name  of 
the  Rose  is  an  enjoyable  few  hours. 


Half  Moon  Street.  Directed  by  Bob 
Swaim.  With  Sigourney  Weaver  and  Michael 
Caine.  At  the  Charles  and  suburbs. 

Now  that  Sigourney  Weaver  has  be¬ 
come  something  of  a  lesbian  cult  figure 
this  summer  due  to  her  shoot-em-up 
performance  in  Aliens,  her  newest 
release  —  Half  Moon  Street  —  may  at¬ 
tract  some  feminist  interest.  And  on 
paper  it  sounds  not  half  bad:  a  young, 
strong-willed  American  woman,  expert 
on  the  Middle  East,  becomes  a  part- 
time  social  escort  and  call  girl  to  make 
extra  money  and  unwittingly  becomes 
involved  in  international  intrigue  and 
political  violence. 

But  no  matter  how  good  on  paper 
this  may  have  seemed  —  and  it  could 
not  have  looked  that  good,  the  script  is 
horrible  —  it  is  a  total  and  complete 
mess  on  screen.  Idiotic  and  insipid,  it 
probably  sports  more  groaners  and  guf¬ 
faws  than  any  other  movie  in  town.  No 
matter  what  you  thought  of  Sigourney 
in  Aliens,  avoid  Half  Moon  Street.  In 
fact,  if  she  had  any  sense,  she  would 
turn  her  guns  on  all  of  the  existing 
prints  and  let  ’em  go. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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